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December 1/19  
(Advent 1) 
10:00 a.m. Worship   
Holy Communion   
 

December 8/19  

(Advent 2) 

10:00 a.m. Worship   

5:00 p.m. ERMUC Family Christmas Dinner 

6:45 p.m.  Christmas Concert and Pageant  
 

December 15/19  

(Advent 3) 

10:00 a.m. Worship  

2:00 p.m. Circle of Caring;  

A Memorial Service  

December 22/19  

(Advent 4) 

10:00 a.m. Worship    
 
 

December 24/19  

(Christmas Eve) 

6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve in the Neighbourhood 

Family Service with Music and Drama 

9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

Holy Communion 

December 29/19  

(1st Sunday after Christmas) 

10:00 a.m. Worship    



Dear Friends: 

 What a joy it has been being with you these past few 
months. I am still learning names (it will take a while) but I 
am also learning what a caring congregation ERMUC truly is! 
You have welcomed me with open arms, and I feel privileged 
in leading and sharing with you in worship. Together we have 
celebrated the ‘good news’ in so many ways, from song, to 
the spoken word, in baptism and in communion. As part of 
your ministerial team, I have celebrated with a couple and 
their families as they made their wedding vows and 
journeyed with another as they faced the death of a loved 
one. All these things make up what we are called to be … ‘a 
church family’. 

 We now are on the cusp of one of the most important 
times in the Christian year … that of Advent and Christmas. 
We can feel it coming in our bones, as the wind begins to 
blow from the north and as precipitation turns from rain to 
snow. But this is also a season that we feel in our hearts. It is 
a season of giving, a season of sharing, a season of loving. 

 During this month of December, more people donate 
to worthy causes, to food banks, shelters and programs to 
help children and youth than any other time of year. This is 
also a time when we remember those closest to us, perhaps 
with a card, an e-mail or even a present under the tree. 
Christmas Eve often sees a swell in church attendance 
because everyone wants, everyone needs to hear that story 
again and again, of a baby who changed the world. 

 This year, we will be celebrating with ‘carol sings’ 
before every service throughout the month of December, 
with candle lighting, special music and congregational 
participation every Sunday. 

 We will share in Holy Communion on the first Sunday 
of the month. A baptism is scheduled for Dec 8th, followed 
that evening (5:00pm) with a Turkey dinner and Sunday 
School concert. What a joy it is to feel the joy of this season 
in the presence of children. 

 Christmas can also be a hard time for some… the loss 
of a loved one, the relocation of a family, an illness or 
ailment that limits both who we are and who we want to be.  
At 2:00 pm on Dec 15, you are invited to join a circle of 

caring; a memorial 
service as we hold up 
those who made our 
Christmases special in 
years past and now are 
no longer with us. We 
are able to give thanks, 
even in our grief and 
loss. 

 We will hear the 
beautiful manger story 
on Dec 22nd and then re-gather Tuesday evening of that week 
for our Christmas Eve services at 6:30 & 9:00pm. The 6:30 
service is for the kids, moms and dads, grandparents and 
anyone else who is ‘a kid at heart’. The little ones can wear 
their PJ’s as we try to bring Jesus and Santa together. It is so 
easy to get consumed with the decorations and Christmas 
buying that there is little room for the shepherds and the 
magi and the manger.  Then at 9:00 pm, we gather one more 
time. Surrounded by the beauty of creation, the soft light of 
candles and the melodic sounds of piano, organ, bells and 
voice, I invite you to come and experience Christmas. The 
shopping will have been completed, the meals planned, the 
guests in transit. This then will be YOUR time, your time to 
remember the reason for the season, your time to come 
forward for the sacrament of Holy Communion, a reminder 
to us that Jesus did not simply stay in the manger but grew to 
be the Saviour of the world. 

  And please don’t forget Dec 29th… that Sunday when 
we can listen and sing and celebrate Christmas, now past, 
and set our sights for 2020. 

 So, come and be welcomed with open arms. Come and 
be part of the family called Edith Rankin Memorial United 
Church. Come, for it is here that you will find what all the fuss 
is about; that which brought shepherds in from their fields 
and Magi travelling from the east. Come, for here you will 
find a young couple traveling to Bethlehem and a baby, a 
little helpless baby, entrusted to our care, and who will and 
has changed the world. 
 

Blessings to you all in their season of waiting and wonder.  
Rev. Dr. Bill Smith 

Congregational Cafe Conversation  

9 am - 12 pm -  Lower Hall  
Plan to engage in a Discovery conversation about worship, being a community of faith to each other, and 
living out our mission and ministry in our neighbourhood and world. 
Come add your voice to this important conversation! 
 

If you missed the first conversation. 
Do not worry, more are planned. 

Upcoming dates to be posted in Tidings 



All You Need Is Love 

Last Sunday, as I watched a few of our church members 
dressed in their poodle skirts promoting the upcoming Rock 
’n’ Roll dance, I started reminiscing about the Beatles. I was 
thinking that around the time the Beatles broke up, I was 
learning to play guitar and covering Beatles songs in my first 
rock ’n’ roll band. Of course, John Lennon and Paul 
McCartney didn’t start their singing career as the Beatles. 
They started their singing careers as choir boys singing in 
church. So perhaps it shouldn’t surprise us that so many of 
the songs they composed were about love. All you need is 
love, love is all you need. All my loving, I will give to you. 
Can’t buy me love. Love me do. You can’t be nurtured in a 
church community without realizing that all you need is 
love.  

Love is the central message of the Gospel of Jesus. Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, with all your strength. And love your neighbour as 
yourself. A new commandment I give you: love one another 
as I have loved you. Everyone will know that you are my 
disciples if you have love for one another.  

Love is at the heart of our Christian faith. Love is at the heart 
of our life together as a community of faith. All that we do 
together as a church must have something to do with loving 
God, our neighbours and ourselves, or we are not a church. 

So yes, all we need is love, and love is what being a church 
together is all about. The challenge of course is 
not whether we must love, but how we must love. Deciding 
to love is much easier than knowing how to love. To love 
others as Christ loves us requires that we let go of the idea 
that we know what is best for others, and that’s not easy. 
Loving others means listening with respect as others tell us 

what they need in order to experience love, compassion and 
kindness. And what makes knowing how to love even more 
difficult is that situations, needs and people (including 
ourselves), keep changing. So we don't just learn how to love 
once and for all. We have to keep asking, learning, listening, 
and adapting the ways we love others.  

This is our work as a congregation. To love God, to love one 
another, and to love our neighbours. Knowing how to love 
means that we need to continually re-discover who we are 
as a congregation by engaging in meaningful conversations 
with each other. We need to discern how loving God and 
loving each other requires doing things differently than we 
did a generation ago, or five years ago, or last year. We need 
to decide together as a community of faith what it means to 
love our neighbours in response to their interests, values, 
resources and needs.  

Over the next few months you are invited to engage in 
conversations with each other beginning with a cafe-style 
gathering November 23 — the morning of the Rock ’n’ Roll 
dance. We will share some stories about what "good loving" 
looks like for us: good worship, good caring for one another, 
good caring for our neighbours. What we learn from each 
other will help inform our plans 
and activities as we move 
forward. And what better time 
than Christmas to be thinking 
about how to love each other 
and the world around us. For God 
so loved the world … 
and God thought "all they need is 
love" … and unto us a child was 
born.  

Rev. Joe Ramsay 

Time sure flies when you are having fun!   
It is two months into my new position at Edith Rankin Memorial UC and I must say, it has been 
wonderful.  There are many Classics whom I have connected with and still a great deal of 
Classics whom I have not had the pleasure of speaking with.  I hope to have met all of you 
before Christmas. 
I must admit that I am in awe of the strong community bond that exists between the Classics 
and the congregation, and between the Classics themselves.  Visiting happens formally, and 
informally.  Connections made over many years of involvement in the church are cared for with 
immense love.  It is great to be able to see it at work firsthand. Sharing our gifts within a 
community is the essence of Christianity and what a community we have in our Edith Rankin 
family. 

Christmas blessings to all. 
Elizabeth Amirault 
Minister of Pastoral Care 



The ERMUC Youth have been busy this fall season!  
 

In September we embarked on our annual Corn Maze which was lots of fun. We rode the ferry over to Wolfe Island and went 
through the Corn Maze in the dark with flashlights! The weather was great and a little spooky, and we finished off the evening with 

marshmallows and cookies by the campfire. Yum!!  

In early October just before Thanksgiving, we got 
together to bake treat bags of cookies to deliver 
to home-bound ERMUC members. The youth 
showed a lot of leadership and co-operation with 
this task and they also had the opportunity to 
design a batch for themselves to share using their 
creativity and leftover supplies. Thank you again 
to Janet for your help in the kitchen and to the 
youth and their families for donating ingredients!  

Keeping our outreach train going, we will be 
starting our Backpack Blitz to provide backpacks 
filled with necessities to youth who live on the 
street. There will be a labelled basket in the back of 
the church with suggested donation items and we 
will be accepting donations until mid-December 
when we stuff and deliver the backpacks. Any item 
donations including backpacks would be very much 
appreciated. 

Shannon Smith 
Lay Youth Minister  

The Road Ahead 

 The Road Ahead became a little clearer as a result of a congregational meeting November 17. 

At that meeting a motion proposing two full-time ministers or equivalent (2 FTE) was defeated. 

In it’s place is a 2-stage plan which would see a call extended to one minister early in 2020, and 

in  the months following, a period of discernment involving the congregation, M&P, Council of 

Elders and the incumbent minister would be put in place. Out of the discernment would come a 

consensus on additional staff to complement the work of the minister. This discernment could 

begin soon after the arrival of the new minister, so that the minister is not immediately overloaded with the demands of the job. 

Despite the fact that a Council recommendation was for 2 FTE ministers, and the survey completed in the spring favoured by a large 

percentage 2 FTE, the congregation opted for the 2-stage model. 

The Community of Faith Profile was approved, but will undergo some editing so that the wording of the Profile agrees with the 

congregational decision. 

At the same meeting, the Search and Selection Team was approved. They will be able to start to work almost immediately, but will not be in 

a position to advertise the position or do anything other than preliminary tasks until the Profile is approved by the Region. Once approved, 

the Profile is uploaded to the UCC hub. It is at that point that the Search and Selection Team wings into high gear. 

Members of the Search and Selection Team: Douglas Brodie, Maci Dubblestein, George Lavery, Kathy Lee, Peter Merkley, Jenna Moore, 

Kate Rowbotham. Both Florence Niven and Brenda Moyer agreed to act as a replacement in the event of illness or circumstances 

preventing a team member continuing. Marilyn Rodgers agreed to act as Senior Advisor and will be a long distance resource for the 

team from her winter home in Florida.  Gordon Sinclair 



TGIF 
(Thank God, It’s Family Nite!) 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. on a Friday evening.        
 

January 24th Can't Take That Back 
February 28th  Sharing and Caring 

April 24th We Love our World 
 

Family-friendly crafts, child-friendly worship celebration. 
A cash donation or use of ERMUC debit machine will 

support this ministry.   
All done and home by children’s bedtime!  

For families of all types:  
single parent and child(ren), 2 parents and child(ren), 

grandparent(s) and grandchild(ren).   
Arrive as soon as you are able after work or child-care 

pick-up.   

Please RSVP the Thursday prior at 613-389-2530.   

Our children’s program is back in full force at ERMUC, welcoming both new and returning 
families on September 8th, our official start-up day, with new registrations being added 
on a an almost weekly basis. To start things off this year, Rev. Joe Ramsay  taught us all a 
song called “These Hands”. In keeping with this theme, that morning we talked about 
ways that we can use our hands to help others and even painted our hands. 

The following weeks were spent learning about the books of the Bible through songs, 
activities and crafts, including the “fall” mural that is on display in the Lower Hall. During 

Rev. Bill Smith’s time with the children one Sunday in September, he provided the kids with a memorable hands-
on lesson about “moving books” and taught them the importance of teamwork.  On World Communion Sunday, 
the children enjoyed stories, songs and games, as well as bread and juice, to help them better understand the 
concept of The Bread of Life. 

At Thanksgiving we talked about what we are thankful for and who we need to thank; speaking of which, I would 
be remiss if I did not formally thank Joe D’Agostino for building us a wonderful wooden cart for our Sunday 
School supplies.  It certainly makes our morning set up much easier and enables the children to be a part of the 
process too. 

Some highlights of our recent activities include making a rainbow in a bowl of milk and learning about the Mission 
& Service hat. On November 17th, known as “Children’s Sunday”, we will be performing one of the songs that we 
learned this year. Soon after that, we will begin preparing for our annual Christmas Pageant which is planned 
for Sunday, December 8th. I hope to see all of you there for this special, not-to-be missed event which will feature 
the children but will also include a great deal of audience participation this year.  Lastly, if you are interested in 
helping out with rehearsals, costumes, staging or any other aspect of our pageant, please inform me or Lorna 
Thorne, our Faith Formation Team Leader. Thank you for your continued support of our children’s programs. 
Ruth Judd  
Sunday School Coordinator 

“Let’s Get Ready for Christmas”  
Friday Nov 29th, 2019 

GRADES JK - 8  

9 am – 3 pm 
Additional Childcare Program 3pm – 5pm  

Forms can be found on-line at www.ermuc.ca , or from Sunday 

School Office (Lower Hall), or from the Welcome Centre. 

Deadline to Register: Nov 25, noon 

Drop-off no earlier than 8:30 am 
Pick-up from PA Day, no later than 3:30pm 

Pick-up from Additional Childcare Program, no later than 5:15pm 

COST PA Day Event: $20/child, $30/family  

Additional Childcare Program:   

$5/child  

For Further info Lorna Thorne  

613-881-0325 or ffdteam@ermuc.ca 

mailto:ffdteam@ermuc.ca


   

UCW Annual December General Meeting 
All women welcome! 
When: Tuesday, December 3rd at 1:30 p.m. 
Where: Lower Hall 
Program: Kim Pollard will be our guest speaker.  
Currently, singer songwriter  Kim Pollard serves as chaplain at a west end 
Seniors' Residence.  With her doctorate in theology and her penchant for 
singing and song-writing she will have much to offer for an afternoon of 
seasonal celebration and motivation.   

 

We are looking for people to step forward to fill the following positions for 2020. 
• Vice-president for 2020 (this could be two co-convenors) 
• Treasurer 
• Co-convenors for Mostly Apple 
• Co-convenors for Artisans’ Bazaar 

If any of these positions interest you please speak to Jan Rubino at bobrubino@hotmail.com or call 613 389 4243 

Neighbourhood Needs/Mission and Outreach 

 What’s in a name? It’s the kind, caring individuals that matter. We will still coordinate, 

educate, and reach out to help others in our community and beyond. For Socktober, 

we distributed 603 pairs of socks. In December, jointly with UCW Unit 2,  we will fill 

close to 70 Santa Sacks. Sacks are due back on December 8th. 

This is in addition to food, clothing, etc. collected weekly. Check out our message 
board in the lower hall. Watch for updates in Tidings. Think about joining our team. 

Skip the Madness of 
Christmas Shopping! 

 
 

Support Edith by purchasing Fundscrip Shopping/Gift Cards. 
Order Forms are in the Welcome Centre, and are available for over 250 retailers. 

Use cash, cheque. credit or debit.  
Purchase for groceries over the holidays, and to let your family choose their own gifts. 

Order by December 8 to pick up December 15 

Library News  
Edith Rankin is lucky to have a well-stocked library of fiction, non-fiction, and reference books. It 
has been lovingly cared by Joan Martin for over 30 years.  Joan is now beginning the process of 

handing over the reins, or I should say ledger, to two very capable women, Barb O'Neill and Gail Hanley. Thank you to Joan 
for a terrific job in purchasing books, shelving, stamping and cataloguing all the books in our church library. If you know of 
a book that you think should be included in our growing collection, please inform Lorna Thorne. Team leader for Faith 

Formation, or any one of these 3 women. 

mailto:bobrubino@hotmail.com


Reconciliation through Education and Understanding 
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise program is a unique, participatory history lesson – developed in collaboration with Indigenous 

Elders, knowledge keepers and educators – that fosters truth, understanding, respect and reconciliation among Indigenous 

and non-indigenous peoples. 

If you want to learn more about “Living in Right Relations” with Indigenous peoples, the Neighbourhood Needs Team along 

with Paul Carl (Pazindan animitagozi ombaashi noodin ) will be facilitating the KAIROS Blanket Exercise, which will include 

feasting and sharing circle.   

More details regarding the date and time will be posted in Tidings shortly. 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Edith Rankin Memorial United Church sits on the traditional lands of the Haudenosaunee & Anishinaabe peoples 

Edith Rankin Memorial United Church  Gchi-gkinoomaagegamig atemagad Haudenosaunee miinwaa Anishinaabe aking 

Ne Edith Rankin Memorial United Church e’tho nońwe nikanónhsote tsi nońwe ne Haudenasaunee tánon Anishinaabek tehatihsnónhsahere ne óhontsa 

YOU’RE INVITED 

Annual Family Christmas Dinner & Christmas Pageant 
Sunday December 8 at 5:00pm 

Turkey Dinner with all the trimmings!  
Cost $15 Children 6-16 $7.50 5 and under FREE 

(Tickets available during Fellowship time or from the office-get yours NOW, it’s always a sell out!) 

Following the dinner, join with the entire congregation to celebrate the season with a pageant presented by our Children and youth.  

Carols, drama, readings with lots of audience participation. 

Christmas Concert and Pageant  
6:45 PM   

All Welcome! 

MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP  BREAKFAST 

LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH  

Enjoy a great breakfast starting at 8:00 a.m. followed by a guest speaker sharing 
something important about the connections between faith and life.  

It only costs $5 a person to defray expenses (BTW, kids under 12 eat free!)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome.  
RSVP Craig Pettis at pettiscraigandruth@gmail.com 

Sunday, November 24th, 2019  
Speaker: Chris Brown 

Musician, Producer and Founder of The Pros and Cons Program 
“Singing in the Slammer” 

Sunday, January 26th, 2020  
Speaker: Sandi Dodds  

"The Mess" A studio art program for mentally-challenged adults.  

Sunday, February 23rd, 2020 
Speaker: Mayor Bryan Patterson  

Mayor, City of Kingston 

Sunday, March 29th, 2020 
Speaker: Tina Carson  

"Oasis"  On the topic of senior apartments in Kingston.  

Sunday, April 26th, 2020 
Speaker: Bob Wells  

Working with indigenous neighbours  

mailto:pettiscraigandruth@gmail.com


You’ll see notices of upcoming events with links to our webpage and 
you’ll see pictures of events too. If there is an event which should be 
noted on either our webpage or Facebook page, please help out our 
webmaster and send it to: webmaster@ermuc.ca  

Your webmaster and reluctant Facebook host.  
Paul Van Nest 

 

Edith Rankin Memorial United Church 
4080 Bath Road, Kingston, ON   K7M 4Y7 

Telephone 613-389-2530    e-mail: churchoffice@ermuc.ca  

The Anchor - Email: anchor@ermuc.ca    

Church Office Hours 
Tuesday to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Sunday Service 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Supply Ministers:      

The Rev. Dr. Bill Smith          1-613-922-8397  rev.smith@ermuc.ca 

The Rev. Joe Ramsay            1-613-701-7781  rev.ramsay@ermuc.ca   

Minister of Pastoral Care: 

Elizabeth Amirault           343-363-0754  pastoralcare@ermuc.ca 

Ministers in Voluntary Association: 

The Rev. Dr. Neil Elford          613-766-9386    neil.elford07@gmail.com 

The Rev. George Lavery         613-547-6335 glavery@kingston.net 

Music Director: 

Laurence Rowbotham            613-352-3418    music@ermuc.ca 

Lay Youth Minister: 

Shannon Smith           613-888-1526  youth@ermuc.ca 

Sunday School Coordinator: 

Ruth Judd             613-634-6552  sundayschool@ermuc.ca     

Church Office Administrator:  

Tanya Bax                613-389-2530      churchoffice@ermuc.ca 

Custodian:   

Barry  Van Hooser            613-389-2530 

Check out our updated website   
www.ermuc.ca 

Listen to recent services 

Watch for event updates  

 

What better gift at Christmas-

time than the Gift of Life? Think 

about making that special gift 

one of yours this Christmas! 

Edith Rankin is a Partner in Life 

with Canadian Blood Services. 

You’re never too old and don’t need a doctor’s certificate to 

see if you’re able to donate blood.  

Call 1-888-2DONATE OR walk in at 850 Gardiners 

Road.  Join our Church Team. 

Number EDIT009590  

Edith Rankin Church 

 
@EdithRankinMUC 

 

www.ermuc.ca 

The Seniors Centre Loyalist will be in full swing again this Winter , 

located at Edith Rankin Memorial United Church.  Their extensive 

programming offers Arts & Crafts, Culture & Languages, Fitness, and 

Sports & Games. With an extensive variety of programs there is 

something for everyone!   
 

Be sure to browse through their Program Guide to find something for you!   

https://seniorskingston.ca/seniors-centre-loyalist/  

For more information or to register, please contact The Seniors Centre:  56 Francis Street Kingston   

phone: 613.548.7810   info@seniorskingston.ca 
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