
The Road Ahead                                                      (May 19, 2019) 
 

As we travel down the Road Ahead, exciting things for our church are 
happening. Both the Supply Ministry Team and the Profile Team are hard 
at work, and producing some fine results. 
 
First of all, though, an introduction to 
Brian Reid, appointed as Liaison to us 

from the Region.to assist us through the Community of Faith 
Profile and Search and Selection phases of the transition. 
Brian is a lay person from Newcastle United Church. He has 
been trained as a Liaison and has a background in human 
resources. 
 
The Supply Team has been successful in bringing two top-
notch clergy to work with us through this next year, up to the 
end of June 2020. Both Council and the Congregation have approved the appointments of Bill 
Smith and Joe Ramsay who will each work 3 days (25 hours) each week and will share one 
working day. 

 
Rev. Dr. William Smith brings an impressive experience to the 
task of supply ministry. Having just retired as Executive Secretary 
of the Bay of Quinte Conference, a position he occupied for 8 
years, he has been minister at Bridge Street in Belleville (6 years), 
Emmanuel in Ottawa (19 years) as well as St. Paul’s in Cornwall (6 
years) and Long Sault-Lunenburg (3 years). During his time at 
Emmanuel, he connected with Pastor Miguel and the good people 
of Iglesia Bautista Emanuel in San Salvador, and has been to San 
Salvador on many occasions. He is a recipient of both a Queen’s 
Jubilee Medal (2012) and the Maria Cristina Medal (El Salvador) 
for 32 years working toward peace and justice in that country 
(2018). As well as experience, Bill brings a personality and wisdom 
that will prove assets at Edith Rankin through our transition year. 
His main responsibilities will be worship and pastoral care. He will 
begin September 15th. 

 
Rev. Joseph Ramsay has a significantly different background, 
and will be complementary to the work Bill does here at Edith 
Rankin. He has worked as an ordained minister at Larder Lake 
(3 years) Stirling (6 years) and St Matthews Kingston (2 years). 
Following that he worked in industry for 2 years before joining 
the Bay of Quinte Conference as Conference Personnel 
Minister from 1997 to 2004. Following this position, he worked 
in the General Council Office, with responsibilities in Resources 
and Policies and Programs, until 2015. While Joe will have 
some worship duties during his year with us, his main 
responsibilities will lie in administration, program supervision 
and pastoral care oversight. As well as being a minister, Joe is 

also a talented guitarist. Bill and Joe know each other, so we can look forward to a team 
approach to ministry.  Joe will begin his duties on  August 1st. 
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