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Palm Sunday - Sunday, April 14

Holy Saturday - Saturday, April 20

10:00 a.m. – Worship.
Processions of palms
Sermon: “What Say These Stones?”

8 a.m. to 12 noon. – Prayer Vigil
The sanctuary will be open for people to
come and spend as much time as they
wish in private prayer and meditation.

Good Friday - Friday, April 19
10:00 a.m. – Music and Musings
on the meaning of the cross for today.
Soloists and Chancel choir.
Sermon: “Watching from Afar”

Easter - Sunday, April 21
8:30 a.m. – Easter Breakfast
10:00 a.m. – Easter Worship
Sermon: “Day One!”
Sacrament of Communion

Easter Sunday April 21 2019. 8:30 am.
Free Will Offering at the door.
Start Easter Sunday off in style!

The Road Ahead
In an effort to keep the congregation updated throughout the transition process, these “Road Aheads”
will appear as new information becomes available throughout the next year. Progress has been made in
two of the three phases of our plan.

Part 1. Supply Ministry
A number of people in our congregation have agreed to serve on the Supply Ministry Team. They are Sandra Sinclair,
Florence Niven, Glenn Owen, Margaret Merkley and Gordon Sinclair. They will meet with the Liaison appointed by the new
Region and design a plan for Supply Ministry from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020. A task list has been created for use in
planning for Supply Ministry. A decision is expected by the end of April, and, once Council approves the Supply Plan a
Congregational Meeting will follow in late April or early May.
Part 2. Community of Faith Profile
This is a major task in which a number of people in our congregation will again work with the Regional Liaison to develop a
profile and a way forward for our church. Congregation members serving on this team are Peter Merkley, Gayle Owen,
Tysie Mitchell, Lorna Thorne, Paul Carl, Jan D’Agostino, Craig Pettis, Ruth Pettis and Gordon Sinclair. This task is expected to
be completed by the end of June, with a Congregational Meeting to follow, likely in September, to approve the Profile. Only
when the Profile is approved by Regional Council and uploaded to the UCC hub can the search team for a new ministerial
team begin its work.

Wayne’s Word -Living the Mystery
Someone – I can’t remember who – once quipped that “the reason we all go
haywire at Christmas … is that we don’t quite know how to put love into words.”
At Easter, it’s not so much that we go haywire as that we really don’t know what
to do with it at all. Even in church. Sure, we go along with spring outfits, bunnies,
baby chickens, Easter eggs and rainbows, but once we’ve sung the Hallelujah
Chorus for the umpteenth time, we really don’t know how to talk about it. We
might greet the day and one another with a hearty “Christ is risen!” but we
tiptoe around death most of the time for fear it might be catching and probably find ourselves embarrassed or speechless
if anyone asks us if we truly believe God raised Jesus from the dead. And, oh yes, us together with him.
Maybe it’s because we don’t know how to put life into words. Not just any old life. Not just marking-time-between-womb
-and-tomb life. Not just existence life. But life so significant, so precious, so meaningful – and, yes – so mysterious that,
when you pause to think about, it is downright miraculous! Easter is LIFE writ large – capitals, bold print, italics. It is
Divine Love’s insistence that, ultimately, evil can’t get away with murder, truth will come out, justice prevails, goodness
wins. Death – however it happens, whenever it happens – is but a blip on the screen in the eternal scheme of things. But
even death, odd as it may seem, is part of Life. Life is everything. Eternally so. Divine Love absolutely insists upon it.
Easter is a celebration of Life – the Life that was in Christ Jesus and is in us also. Easter is confidence and trust in the Holy
Mystery who is our Life, who holds the future as firmly as the past and present, and who never ceases to call us, with
Christ, from life to more Life. And then even Life some more.
So, if we don’t always know what to do with Easter because it’s hard to put Life into words, maybe it is enough to remain
speechless and simply live the mystery. Trust the process. Lean on Everlasting Arms. Be thankful for Life. Or, as Paul or his
ghost writer put it, “seek the things that are above where Christ is … [and] as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience…. Above all, clothe yourselves with love which
binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were
called in the one body. And be thankful” (Colossians 3.1, 12ff).
Le Chayim. Spell it how you will, it is an ancient Jewish toast that means “to life!” Christ is risen indeed! Believe it! Have a
blessed Easter. Le Chayim!
wws

The Ministry and Personnel Committee would like to express our appreciation, on behalf of the
congregation, to the staff of Edith Rankin Memorial United Church:
Thank you to Rev Dr. Wayne Soble for his weekly inspiring and challenging sermons, for leading the Just
Men groups, for his Bible Study sessions, for the weddings, baptisms and funerals and his pastoral care.
Thank you to Rev Dr. Jean Stairs for her leadership with Spirit Sisters, Kids Alive, Youth group, TGIF,
West Kingston Refugee Partnership, the Seniors Centre, and trips to Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel in El
Salvador.
Thanks to Tanya Bax for her dedicated service as Office Administrator, in preparing the weekly bulletin, budgets,
finances, Anchor, filing, answering phone calls and E-mails and so much more.
Also thanks to Wanda Burke, Rhonda Kerr and Janet Dubblestein who fill in for Tanya .
Thanks to Donna Bell for her pastoral care to the seniors of our congregation, to the Classics, and for leading the
pastoral care team.
Thanks to Laurence Rowbotham for leading the choir at Thursday practices and at Sunday services, for playing the
organ and piano, for helping with the Bell Ringers, for the special music at Christmas and Easter, for arranging music
during July and August, and for doing all this under the burden of health concerns.
Thanks to Barry Van Hooser, our custodian, for keeping the church clean from Sunday to Thursday and for cleaning
after funerals.
Space does not permit mentioning all of the activities which our staff are involved in. Suffice it to say, that we the
congregation of Edith Rankin Memorial United Church appreciate our wonderful staff.

Jesus does matter…
Easter was a high point of
the year for me, long before
I had any idea about who
Jesus was or why he
mattered. Early on, what
mattered was my new
Easter “bonnet” and “dress”,
sown lovingly by my Mom,
the daffodils in a vase on the table providing a hopeful
glimpse of spring, and a visit from the Easter Bunny.
My most vivid childhood memory of Good Friday was hearing
a baritone choir member singing the spiritual ‘Were you there
when they crucified my Lord?’ It gave me the shivers.
Sometime in my teens, I was persuaded that the answer was
“yes, I was there.” I came to think that it was my sin that put
him there (Stealing another chocolate when no one was
looking? Saying something mean to my older sister?) That was
why he had to die. The “pay for my sins” understanding of
Jesus’ death stuck with me until my mid-twenties when,
during my theological studies program, I came to understand
that Jesus didn’t simply die for me but, rather, he was
executed because of what he was doing for the sake of ones
who were suffering; particularly those who were poor and
oppressed. Jesus had a growing reputation as a teacher,
healer and public critic of the authorities and the way they
shaped the world, and his words became a threat to the
powers that be, leading to his death.

Okay, so now I’m an adult (most days, anyways!). Now I
believe that Jesus matters because he was proclaiming a way
of life (kingdom) on this earth that challenges and counters
kingdoms of exploitation and violence. Jesus’ death matters
because it is about his passion and God’s passion for the
transformation of this world.
As I write this Anchor message, the world is very much in need
of the kind of passion that was at the heart of Jesus’ life.
Wherever hatred and violence abound, there are alternatives
that were modelled by Jesus- seek justice, love kindness and
walk humbly with God. Borg goes on to say that “dying and
rising” means entering into a new identity and way of being,
centered in God, in Christ, in the Spirit (p.146). This metaphor
of dying and rising is the foundation of our life in Christ. So,
the cross of Christ does matter. It is fitting that it is
Christianity’s central symbol of personal and political
transformation.
Yes, I have concluded, Jesus does matter – especially when our
transformation gives us the courage to say no to racism, no to
hate, no to xenophophia, no to Islamophobia. Give no
tolerance to these things – give nothing to racism – and Jesus
will matter! Jesus will rise again and again, unleashing a reign
of wholeness within our bent and broken world. We are the
ones transformed personally and politically; enabled to be
bearers of God’s world-redeeming love through our
resurrected dignity, power and peace.

That, my sisters and brothers, is how I’ve come to understand
Marcus Borg, biblical scholar and preeminent theologian and live Easter.
writes in his book “Convictions” that “…if Jesus had wanted to
avoid the political connotations of kingdom language, he Rev. Jean Stairs
could have. He could have spoken of the family of God, or the
people of God, or the community of God, or the kinship of
God. But he didn’t. He used the word ‘kingdom’: what life
would be like on earth if God were the king rather than the
rulers of this world.” (p.140).

: 6:30 pm Bowling Night at Cloverleaf Lanes (Gr 5-12)
: Annual Youth Service (drama, readings, music and dance)
: Confirmation Celebration Dinner & Rehearsal – for confirmands, mentors & parents,
5:30 – 8pm (Lower Hall)
: Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday

We have been back for just over a week and
even though we spent only a week in El
Salvador, things have certainly changed! So
much to say, so much to share - but one of the
things I wanted to reflect on for this edition of
the Anchor was our experience in the school.
Olivia and I were fortunate enough to spend a
few days helping in the school where we were
blessed to be part of several classes, assisted in
painting a wall mural and got to pass out our
Canadian tokens to the school children. We were
welcomed with huge smiles, constant hugs and genuine
gratitude. The weather was unbearably hot, the school
was loud - imagine recess in a courtyard right outside an
open window while trying to teach a classroom full of 14year olds. No one minded - no one was bothered, and in
fact, the happiness and laughter that filtered through the
open windows only added to the comfort level of the
classroom.
After one failed attempt at a grade 8 English class by us
Canadians (don't worry - that story is worth telling and
we will when there's more time!) we helped in a
Kindergarten class - it was loud, it was messy and it
was full of smiles, hugs, kindness, laughter,
happiness and learning! The skills the children
were learning were no different than those in Canada, but the environment
spoke volumes about cultural differences between our two countries.
I can't express how much we enjoyed our time in the school . We were so
grateful to be part of it! Knowing that our family, along with many other
members of the congregation, helped financially to send some of these
children to this type of positive and loving school made our experience there
even more meaningful.

Cindy Pettis

“Fill our hearts with holy indignation” were words of a prayer that jostled
a place of complacency inside of me. Before the trip that my son,
Douglas, my partner, David, and I took to El Salvador along with 33 other
pilgrims, this place of complacency – a feeling of stagnation withinrelated to my recent experiences in the church that had been lurking,
untouched.
The trip to El Salvador unsettled, energized and reconnected the message
of the gospel to meaningful action that is needed now. Needed in El
Salvador, but also at home and in many other places in the world.
We heard stories of violence, fear and oppression first-hand from people
for whom this is a daily reality. During the trip, we also heard news from
Canada about violence and aggression when we heard of the mother in
Kingston who had been critically harmed by someone with road rage.
In El Salvador, we saw the gospel being lived out by those willing to take
risks in order to be the hands of Christ in preventing violence and
promoting peace-building in the midst of heartache, fear and poverty.
The peace-maker program in the school, the work of teaching arts in Cal
Pepil, the building of a chapel in Los Cruces and the dialogue with political
leaders were examples of the gospel in action.
The feeling of unsettledness, accompanied by barking dogs and crowing
roosters (which sounded more than three times) stirred an urgency to
action, in the name of the gospel.
“ A church that does not provoke any crisis, preach a gospel that does not
unsettle, proclaim a word of God that does not get under anyone’s skin or
a word of God that does not touch the real sin of the society in which it is
being proclaimed: what kind of gospel is that?” Oscar Romero
While we have ears to hear, eyes to see and hands to help, let us be the
church that is not afraid to get its hands dirty for the sake of love,
compassion and justice!

Margaret Moncrieff

The cold weather has not kept the
kids away these past few months; in
fact, several events, including those
that were publicized in advance, have
seen the children show up in record
numbers. Guest speakers, artists, and
grandparent involvement have greatly enhanced our Kids Alive program
this year. Florence Niven shared her time and talents with us by leading
the children in a Valentine's-related craft and every child left that day
with a beautiful keepsake. The theme of God's love and loving our
neighbours continued that month as we talked about how
representatives of Edith Rankin Memorial were going to be helping
our “neighbours” in El Salvador. David McLeod, one of the members
of the ERMUC team who went to El Salvador last year, came to
speak to the children and did a little “Show & Tell” for us about his
experiences there. During the following weeks, the children, with a
little help from our adult helpers
and visitors, made cards,
bracelets, drawings and crafts,
including button crosses, to send
to the children in San Salvador.
Some of our other activities have
included making booklets about
the Ten Commandments, singing
songs, dancing, dramatizing bible
stories and playing rhythm
instruments – there is rarely a dull
moment down in the Lower Hall on
a Sunday morning at Edith Rankin!

TGIF

Edith Rankin Church

(Thank God, It’s Family Nite!)
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. on a Friday evening.

Final TGIF
April 26
Theme: "I'm Me! Made in God's Image"
Meal “Taco Night”
Family-friendly crafts, child-friendly worship celebration.
A cash donation or use of ERMUC debit machine will support this
ministry. All done and home by children’s bedtime! For families of
all types: single parent and child(ren), 2 parents and child(ren),
grandparent(s) and grandchild(ren).
Arrive as soon as you are able after work or child-care pick-up.
Please RSVP the Thursday April 25 prior at 613-389-2530.

@EdithRankinMUC

www.ermuc.ca

ERMUC UCW Annual Worship Service., Sunday, April 28, 2019
Guest Preacher: Rev. Anita Van Nest Sermon: ‘Naaman’s Cure’
Please plan on attending and welcoming Anita, daughter-in-law of Paul and Sharon Van Nest.

ERMUC UCW
Annual Spring General Meeting
th
Tuesday, May 7 at 7:00 p.m. Lower Hall

Fall Prevention Presentation

Our guest presenters are Fall Prevention Ambassadors from the KFL&A
Public Health Unit. For older adults, injury due to a fall often means a long
recovery and family and friends may need to step in and help until they
regain their health and independence.

Most falls can be prevented.

This presentation will discuss ways to be proactive in preventing someone you know who is aging, or yourself,
from falling. We invite all members of the congregation who would like to come and hear this presentation,
to join us - and bring a friend. If you would like to attend, please contact Karen Saulnier at 613 389 4790 or
karen-saulnier@hotmail.com
The presentation by our guest speaker will be followed by a time to socialize and a short business meeting.

Reception Team
Under the direction of the UCW, a congregation wide
appeal is underway for anyone who would like to serve
on a team of volunteers to help with the food service at
funeral receptions. No experience necessary, just a
willingness to set up and serve already prepared food,
to make tea & coffee, and to do dishes and clean up
following the reception. Please contact Penny Steele
for more information kpsteele@sympatico.ca

The Limestone Ringers
will be in London Ontario June 6 - 8 attending the
Ontario Guild of English Handbell Ringers Festival.
The current President of the Ontario Guild of English
Handbell Ringers is our very own Marg Merkley.

Fundraising with Flowers
To Refurbish our Handbells!
The Limestone Ringers are selling Veseys summer bulbs, flower seeds and
edibles to fundraise, to refurbish our handbells and chimes.
Need to Know Details about the Fundraising Project:
Pick up a Veseys Bulbs catalogue during Coffee Hour or at the Welcome
Centre
Fill out order form, found in the catalogue, and give to a member of The Limestone Ringers during
Coffee Hour on March 31st, April 7th, 14th, or 21st ; or drop off at the Welcome Centre between 9:00
and 1:00 Monday through Friday. (Payment is to be attached to your order form. Last date for orders is April 22nd.)
Please consider passing along the catalogue to family, friends, and neighbours.
Cash or cheques only. Please make cheques payable to Edith Rankin Memorial United Church. (An income tax receipt for
half of the total amount can be issued for orders $40 or more.)
Pick up will be at the church in early May around Mother’s Day; an e-mail will be sent out through the Church Office.
Half of the profit will go into the operating fund and half will go to The Limestone Ringers.
Questions: please contact Teri Thayer at thayert@bell.net or Margaret Merkley at margandpetermerkley@gmail.com
Need to Know Details Why the Handbells Need to be Refurbished:
The Limestone Ringers will celebrate their 35th Anniversary in 2020 and they want to celebrate with refurbished bells!
To keep the bells in good condition, they need to be taken apart, cleaned and parts replaced on a regular basis.
To have all five octaves of bells and the three octaves of chimes refurbished, we need to raise about $2000.00.
Many thanks for helping us to make this happen!

Recognition Event and Strawberry Social
SUNDAY JUNE 23, 2pm in the sanctuary
Celebrate the remarkable ministries at ERMUC of the
Rev. Dr. Wayne Soble and the Rev. Dr. Jean Stairs as they move into retirement.
To be followed by a strawberry social and reception in the Lower Hall.

57th Annual Classics Celebration
Sunday May 5 2019. 4 - 7 pm.
Everyone is invited to come out and help celebrate our "Over Eighties".
The Catering Team will be serving Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, and Baked Beans.
Adults $15, Children 6-12, $7.50, 5 and under Free

“Classics” free of charge, as you are our invited guest.

Fellowship Breakfasts – April and May
Sunday, April 28/19
Don’t miss this one! Our guest speaker will be former
Kingston and the Islands MPP Sophie Kiwala who will
share with us about “Life After Queen’s Park”. Sophie, a
good friend to ERMUC, will reflect on her “calling” to
public service and how she has continued to care about
the things she cares about “after Queen’s Park”.
Sunday, May 26/19
“Getting in the Last Word”. It may be Wayne or Jean or
both trying to get in the last word, but count on a story or
two about ministry,
marriage and
getting here from
where it all began.

Garage Sale
May 4th
7 am
Church parking lot.
Donations of clean saleable
garage sale merchandise. No mattresses, cribs,
baby car seats or clothing. Dealers and collectors arrive
early! Merchandise will be priced accordingly.
Left over items will be donated to St Vincent De Paul.
Donations may be dropped off at ERMUC
on FRI. MAY 3 from 2pm or pickup is available by
contacting:
Tom Kerr 613 634 1990 or trahm@sympatico.ca.
Proceeds to future kitchen renovations.

Come with us to see the smash Broadway hit

Come from Away
Wednesday, August 21, 2019 - Elgin Theatre, Toronto, $225
(An ERMUC Fundraiser)
Contact Sandra Sinclair
613 531 9413 or sinclair@kingston.net to reserve your spot!

A TIME FOR A MORE 'CHRISTIAN' MODEL
FOR SENIORS' HOUSING
In North America, our attitude towards seniors' accommodation is
quite unique. In all of the world we are alone in trying to get our older
folks to stay alone in their homes for as long as possible, or to put them
(alone still) in many little cubicles. Given that loneliness is our society's
biggest health hazard, and both of these models are very costly, we
need a new vision – one that works.
How about the old model of the early followers of Jesus of
Nazareth: sharing our homes – really living with each other. There's a
movement here in Kingston that supports seniors, in groups of five to
seven, to share a larger house on a co-operative and non-profit basis,
having many different smaller homes instead of the large institutional
models of the past. These would be funded largely by the residents
themselves and would cost about$850.00/mo., including food. (In
Gananoque or other towns, the cost would be less because of the lower
purchase price and taxes.)
Since this model was part of the lives of Jesus' first followers, why
not give it some thought, and maybe, even some encouragement?
Wouldn't it be fun to be involved in this kind of doing as a church. Or
just as individual followers?
If interested, contact Judy Bierma: judybierma@gmail.com 613-9851029 or Anthony Gifford : anthonygifford42@gmail.com 613-305-2701

Home Sharing
Saturday April 13
10:30 to 11:30am
Join the author of Dare to
Share, and learn about the
new way seniors are finding
a sense of community and happiness, while
reducing their housing expenses.
Speaker: Anthony Gifford
$5 per person Register Early
The Seniors Centre, 56 Francis St.
613.548.7810

SPRING IS HERE! THE CHURCH FLOWER BEDS REQUIRE YOUR TENDER LOVING CARE.
The colourful flowers gardens we all enjoy have been divided into a number of small individual beds that are tended by
individuals, couples and groups. The beds are already planted with perennials and small enough for individuals to tend and weed
over the summer. While a number of members look after a bed year to year, there is always a need for new individuals to tend a
bed when an individual is no longer able to tend.
Interested in being the Gardeners Coordinator? The past several seasons have established the need for an
individual whose role is to deal solely with gardening issues and needs. The Gardeners Coordinator could
coordinate common needs, such as, mulch, mulching Sunday, watering hoses, tools, Fall bed clean up
Sunday, etc., with help from the Property Coordinator/Team as needed. Interested in finding out more or
being a gardener or being the Gardeners Coordinator placed on the list? Please contact Gordon Bell,
Property Coordinator, Property@ermuc.ca
INTERESTED IN LIGHT CUSTODIAL DUTIES AS NEEDED?
The Property Team is developing a list of individuals, men and women, who are interested in providing light custodial duties when the
Church Custodian and Property Team members are not available. The duties can last for 1 day or extend to cover a week. Currently, the
custodial coverage by Property Team members is not subject to remunerations. However, depending on the need and situation, the
provision of remunerations can be reconsidered. Basic duties can involve unlocking the Church doors, floor dry mopping, washroom
cleaning and paper goods stocking, garbage collection, table and chair set up and take down and locking up the church building. A more
comprehensive list of the custodial duties can be provided upon request. The individuals can be both members of the congregation or
not. Interested in finding out more or being placed on the list? Please contact Gordon Bell, Property Coordinator, Property@ermuc.ca

We thank the congregation for helping so generously
to fill our Protein Power Wagon. We will continue to
recognize the need for protein rich foods while our
Wagon is emptied at the Partners in Mission Food
barrel as part of our Easter Food Drive. All items will
be delivered before Easter to Partners in Mission Food
Bank and shelters we support.

The Seniors Centre Loyalist will be in full swing again this
Spring , located at Edith Rankin Memorial United Church.
Their extensive programming offers Arts & Crafts, Culture
& Languages, Fitness, and Sports & Games. With an
extensive variety of programs there is something for
everyone!
Be sure to browse through their Program Guide to find something for you!
https://seniorskingston.ca/seniors-centre-loyalist/
For more information or to register, please contact The Seniors Centre:
56 Francis Street Kingston ph: 613.548.7810 info@seniorskingston.ca

Easy to Order! Easy to Use!
Buy for your regular purchases, special projects or
gifts.
Pay face value with cash, charge, cheque or debit.
Over 230 retailers - groceries, gas, restaurants, home and garden, department stores, and
more.Order Forms are in the Welcome Centre.
Orders are placed once each month. Help balance ERMUC’s budget with no money out of your
pocket!

Edith Rankin Memorial United Church
4080 Bath Road, Kingston, ON K7M 4Y7
Telephone 613-389-2530 e-mail: churchoffice@ermuc.ca
The Anchor - Email: anchor@ermuc.ca

Church Office Hours
Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sunday Service
10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Ministers:
The Rev. Dr. Wayne Soble 613-634-0479
The Rev. Dr. Jean Stairs
613-634-0479

rev.soble@ermuc.ca
rev.stairs@ermuc.ca

Congregational Designated Minister of Pastoral Care:
Donna Bell

donna@ermuc.ca

Ministers in Voluntary Association:
The Rev. Dr. Neil Elford
The Rev. Earl Taft
The Rev. George Lavery

613-766-9386
613-634-6506
613-547-6335

neil.elford07@gmail.com
barbnearl@cogeco.ca
glavery@kingston.net

613-352-3418

music@ermuc.ca

Music Director:
Laurence Rowbotham

Kids Alive Coordinator:
Ruth Judd
613-634-6552
Church Office Administrator:

sundayschool@ermuc.ca

Tanya Bax

churchoffice@ermuc.ca

613-389-2530

Custodian:
Barry Van Hooser

613-389-2530

Check out our updated website
www.ermuc.ca
Listen to recent services
Watch for event updates
You’ll see notices of upcoming events with links to our webpage and
you’ll see pictures of events too. If there is an event which should be
noted on either our webpage or Facebook page, please help out our
webmaster and send it to: webmaster@ermuc.ca
Your webmaster and reluctant Facebook host.
Paul Van Nest

