
The Road Ahead   27 January, 2019 

 
As all of you are now aware, Wayne and Jean will be retiring 

in June 2019. This will be a big loss to us here at Edith Rankin 

and so is an important transition in our life as a congregation. 

 

At its November meeting, your Council created a 5-person 

Transition Team  (George Lavery, Patti Speck, Paul Carl, 

Cindy Pettis, Gordon Sinclair) charged with learning as much 

as possible about the process and mapping a way through this 

next year or so. 

 

Complicating the process somewhat is that governance in the United Church (UCC) is 

undergoing some changes so the Transition Team had to try to discern new processes, new 

language and new key people in the new East Central Ontario Region, who we will work closely 

with through the transition. 

 

The Transition Team is recommending a three-part process that will take us through the process 

of supply ministry in the short term and a call to ministry over the longer term. 

 

Part 1 Supply Ministry. The Transition Team will make a recommendation on supply ministry 

to Council at its meeting January 22. If approved, the Council will bring this motion to the 

congregation at our February Annual Meeting. A Regional Liaison person will be assigned to us 

once congregation gives approval and will be with us throughout the three-part process. 

 

Part 2. Community of Faith Profile This is a 

comprehensive document, which includes every 

facet of church life. A group of people will be 

assigned by Council to work on this task, again 

with the assistance of the Regional Liaison. Once 

approved by Regional Council, the Profile can be 

uploaded to the UCC online hub. 

 

Part 3.  Search and Selection This work can 

begin once the Community of Faith Profile phase is 

completed. This group (Transition Team is 

recommending no larger than 10 people) will meet, 

again with the assistance of the Regional Liaison. 

Their task will be to recommend to Council and to 

the congregation on the matter of a call to ministry 

here at Edith Rankin. 

 

The Transition Team will complete its work 

January 22 with its recommendation on supply 

ministry to Council. 

 

Look forward to being well-informed, each step of 

the way. The congregation plays a key role in this 

important decision in the life of our church. 


