
Lamentations 1:1-2, 4,16 

1 How lonely sits the city
    that once was full of people!
How like a widow she has become,
    she that was great among the nations!
She that was a princess among the provinces
    has become a vassal.2 She weeps bitterly in the night,
    with tears on her cheeks; among all her lovers
    she has no one to comfort her;
all her friends have dealt treacherously with her,
    they have become her enemies.4 The roads to Zion mourn,
    for no one comes to the festivals; all her gates are desolate,
    her priests groan; her young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter.

16 For these things I weep; my eyes flow with tears;
for a comforter is far from me,   one to revive my courage;
my children are desolate, for the enemy has prevailed
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Edith Rankin Memorial United Church
Worship Bulletin – March 17/19 – Lent 2 
*Please stand as you are able  VU = Voices United (the red hymnbook) MV = More Voices (spiral
bound hymnal)

Note: There is no Kids Alive! programme this morning. The Nursery is available for infant and
toddler care.

Gathering….
  Life and Work of the Congregation (9:55 a.m.)  
  Lighting of the Worship Candle
*Opening Hymn “Creating God, your fingers trace” (VU #265)
  Welcome
  The Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with all of you.
Response: And also with you.

  Call to Worship
   

  Centering Prayer (unison)
Gracious God, who creates, redeems and sustains all life, we seek Your disturbing 
presence and comforting peace. Woo and win us by Your steadfast love. Captivate us by 
Your amazing grace. Empower us by Your awesome Spirit. Insist that we move from 
this place into all the other places of our living assured of Your divine promises and 
resolved to live the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Hear our prayer and, in 
love, answer, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

  Words of Assurance
  Sung Response “Gather us in” (MV #7)

Gather us in, ground us in you. Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, gather us in, ground us, ground us in you 

Listening…. 
  First Reading Lamentations 1.1-2, 4,16      Ray Kuntz

*Responsive Reading Psalm 46 (VU, p. 770 – Refrain #2)
    

  Ministry of Music     “A Shelter in the time of storm”  (Stankey & Drennan) 
Chancel Choir   

   
  The Gospel  Luke 13.31-35
   Response to the Gospel

Reader: This is the Gospel of Christ.
Response: Praise be to you, O Jesus Christ!

  Prayer for Illumination  “Open our hearts” (MV #21)
Open our hearts, open our minds.

Open our lives to you, O loving God. 
Open our hearts.

  Sermon “How Lies the City?”

Responding….
 Silent Meditation
*Hymn  “Through the heart of every city” (VU #584 – Tune: BEECHER, #528)  
  Gathering of our Offerings
  Ministry of Music  “Give thanks to God” (J. Behnke)   Chancel Choir
*Presentation of our Offering “God of all good” (VU #539)

God of all good, our gifts we bring to you, 
use them your holy purpose to fulfil;
tokens of love and pledges brought anew
that our whole life is offered to your will.

   
  Prayers of the People   
  The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)

Going....
*Hymn “God as we rise to leave” (VU #417)
*Commission and Benediction
*Choral Amen

Next Sunday – March 24/19 (Lent 3)
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 55.19; Psalm 63.1-8; 1 Corinthians 10.1-5,14-17, 31; Luke 14.15-24
Sermon:  “A Spiritual Food Guide”

*Hymn “Throughout these Lenten days and nights” (VU #108)
*Commission and Benediction
*Choral Amen
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