
Isaiah 55.1-3a, 6-11 

55Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy 

and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend 

your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline 

your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting 

covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.  
6Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 7let the wicked 

forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he 

may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts 

are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9For as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts. 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there 

until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 

sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall 

not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the 

thing for which I sent it.  

 

Mark 8.34-37 

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 

of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 

their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?  
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Edith Rankin Memorial United Church 

Worship – September 16, 2018 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
*Please stand as you are able   VU= Voices United (the hymnbook) MV = More Voices 

  
Gathering.... 
  Prelude   

  Life and Work of the Congregation (9:55 a.m.) 

  Lighting of the Worship Candle 

*Processional Hymn “Praise God for this holy ground” (MV #42) 

  Welcome                

  The Peace 
 Leader:  The peace of Christ be with all of you. 

 Response: And also with you. 
  Call to Worship  

  Centering Prayer  
 God of goodness and grace, tenderness and truthfulness, justice and joy, we worship 

You gladly and gratefully this day. We come just as we are bringing our hopes and 

dreams, our doubts and questions, our worries and regrets, and place them all in Your 

care. We know that You accept us as we are and that You are willing and able to forgive, 

renew and energize us. Fill us with Your Spirit and send us from this place to be Your 

transformed and transforming people in our homes, neighborhoods, schools, and places 

of labour and leisure. Let it be both our duty and delight to express our faith by love in 

action: in Jesus’ name and for his sake. Amen.  

  Words of Assurance 

  Sung Response  “You are holy”” (MV #45) 

 You are holy, you show us the way. (repeat 4X) 

 You show us, you show us, you show us the way. (repeat 4X) 

 

Baptizing…. 

 Please see insert. 
 Following baptism, as children and youth depart, the congregation sings the following (from VU #646) 

 We are marching in the light of God. (repeat 4X) 

 

Listening.... 
  First Reading    Isaiah 55.1-3a, 6-11                                                  Lorna Thorne 

*Responsive Reading  Psalm 19 (VU, p. 740) 

  Ministry of Music  “Deep Waters”   (Pepper Choplin)                                       Chancel Choir                        

  Gospel Reading   Mark 8.34-37 

  Response to the Gospel 
 Reader:  This is the Gospel of Christ. 

 Response: Praise be to you, O Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Prayer for Illumination   “God says” (MV #172) 
 God says, “Be still so you may hear the words I whisper in your ear. 

 If you will listen, you will know I’m with you always where you go.” 

  Sermon  “What Are You Worth?”                     

 

Responding.... 
  Silent Meditation  

*Hymn  “I am a child of God” (MV #157) 

  Gathering of our Offerings 

  Ministry of Music “Create in me a Clean Heart”  (H. Willan)                              Chancel Choir                         

  Presentation of our Offering  (VU #539) 
 God of all good, our gifts we bring to you, 

 use them your holy purpose to fulfil, 

 tokens of love and pledges brought anew 

 that our whole life is offered to your will. 

  Prayers of the People                            Gord Bell                           

  The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 

 

Going.... 
*Hymn  “Go, make a difference” (MV #209) 

*Commission and Benediction 

  Postlude    

 

 

Next Sunday, Sept 23/18 – (19th Sunday after Pentecost) 

Scripture Readings: Proverbs 3.13-18; Psalm 1; James 3.13-18; Mark 9.33-37 

Sermon:    “Making Life Great Again” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


