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SEPTEMBER 9th 

9:30 am:  Registration for  
Nursery (0-3 yrs), Kids Alive Program  
(JK-Gr 6) and Youth (Gr 7-12+)  
(Nursery and Lower Hall) 

10:00 am:  Worship – Children are encouraged to bring their daycare/
school backpacks for a blessing on the new school year 

10:10-11:00 am:  Kids Alive Start-up Sunday Activities (Lower Hall) and 
“Back to School Prayer Stations” for Youth  
(Terrace View Room = former youth room) 

11:00 am:  Lemonade and Welcome Cake for everyone! 

Our New Logo 
In the Fall of 2017, Edith Rankin Memorial United Church Council of Elders commissioned a working group to look at 
designing a new logo that would replace our informal ‘anchor’ logo being used. After a call to the 
congregation for submissions, the working group came back to the congregation in January 2018 
with options to vote on.  In May 2018 the Council of Elders approved our new logo.  
 
While it is up to each person to interpret what they see in the logo, Council offers these words of 
explanation.  

 The waves represent Edith Rankin Memorial United Church’s connection to the waters of 
Collins Bay.  

 The blue circle that also includes the stylized cross, can represent our Christian faith and 
community that encircles our congregation. 

 The cross is set in an opening of the circle that says we open our doors, our minds and our 
hearts to all who wish to join us.  

 And we believe the C in the centre represents many things such as: 

 Christ, Church, Community and our Congregation  
The logo with words, will be used on our letterhead and the logo without words will be used on our 
website and PowerPoint.  

churchoffice@ermuc.ca         613-389-2530           www.ermuc.ca                   Edith Rankin Church @EdithRankinMUC    
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Wayne’s Word -  Weather Report 

“Is it hot enuff fer ya?” I’ve lost count of the number of times I’ve heard that over this 
summer. Not that I’ve ever really understood the question. Surely the inquirer doesn’t 
think I possess some benchmark of “hotness” that he, or she, wonders if Mother Nature 
has achieved to my satisfaction! Perhaps, it is simply a request for an updated weather 
report, proffered with faint hopes that I might have insider information on a break in the 
humidity, cooler days ahead and, God willing, a 65% chance of much needed rain? I don’t 
know. I suspect that it’s usually nothing more than a rhetorical question, the kind we ask 
when we’ve already made up our own minds on the matter and are just itching to share 
our views. “Is it hot enuff fer ya?” invariably means “I don’t know about you, but I’m sure 
glad my house has AC!” 
 

“So, how come you still go to church?” “How are things at Edith Rankin these days?” “What’s God done for you lately?” “Is your 
spiritual life fresh and growing or wilting and barren?”  The questions could be merely rhetorical, setups for the inquirers to let us 
know their own opinions, fervently held or otherwise. Or mere chatter, like those vacuous “how ya doin’?” inquiries that – heaven 
forbid!  – we should ever answer with real truthfulness. Mind you, such questions could be important probes, urgent invitations 
for us to ponder the well-being (or lack thereof) of our own spiritual health or the health and vitality of this faith community we 
call our spiritual home. Or both… and what we intend to do about it. Perhaps such questions could even be significant 
conversation starters, God-given opportunities to “give an account for the hope that is in you… with gentleness and reverence” (I 
Peter 3.15). I usually tend to suspect that the questions we ask are more important than the answers we give, but sometimes... 
sometimes the answers matter a great deal indeed.  
 

As we gear up for another active season in the worship, life and work so precious to us at Edith Rankin Memorial, my own hope is 
that we will be able to respond to any inquiries about our congregational climate with assurances that God continues to be among 
us, firing our zeal when necessary, cooling and calming us if required, providing refreshing showers of blessing as well as clear 
skies, accompanying us on cloudy days and always determined to complete the good work begun in us.   

wws  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

September comes…and so do we… 
When I was a kid, I was always excited about going back to school.  New clothes to wear, a new 
pencil case and lock for my bike or my locker all added to the anticipation.  Now, as I 
contemplate the turning of the calendar to September,  I’m not so sure.  Who doesn’t lament 
how summer gardens are changing, back deck time is lessening, nights are shortening, sweaters 
are re-appearing and calendars are filling in?  
Still, I am filled with gratitude for the experience of changing seasons and the delights that 
September brings:  a return to structure and routines that allow for body fitness and team 
development; volunteer commitments that enhance leadership and personal satisfaction; 
opportunities to renew relationships and make new friendships as people “test out” Edith 
Rankin as a possible new faith-home; the anticipation of delving deeper into what it means to be 
a Christian in this increasingly turbulent, nasty and fearful world; and time to continue both 
school-learning and faith-learning by exploring what we believe and why, as well as 
strengthening our spirituality (the ways we live our faith). 
September, ready or not, invites us to exert ourselves.  Rebecca Goldstein, philosopher and 

writer, once penned:  “If you don’t exert yourself, or if your exertions don’t amount to much of anything, then you might as well 
not have bothered to show up for your existence at all.”  If we are “to love the Lord our God, with all our heart, all our soul, and all 
our might” (Deuteronomy 6:5) then we can’t help but do some exerting!  These days, God knows that our world needs Christians 
to be Christians and perhaps more than ever before to exert ourselves by bearing witness to love as a more excellent way, by 
interrupting the complacency of silence and by speaking truth to autocratic power’s ugly demonstrations of exclusion and racism.  
Let’s be Christians, shall we?  Let’s be excited, let’s lament, let’s exert, let’s interrupt silence.  It’s almost September and both the 
church and the world needs us. 

 

Jean Stairs  



Kitchen Renovation Update!  
Change is coming soon to the food preparation area of the ERMUC kitchen!  
Here's what it looks like before the renovations start in late August.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Check it out after they are completed in early September with all new cupboards, sink, and stainless steel 
countertops. Plans will be in the Welcome Centre for you to peruse.   

And remember...the Kitchen area will be OUT OF BOUNDS during the construction phase! 

Shhh! Did you hear that? 

The Media Team is very excited to tell you that we have recently 
purchased 6 hearing assist units with different headset styles.  

See a Media Team member to get one if you require it. 

   The Media Team 

(Thank God, It’s Family Nite!) 
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. on a Friday evening.  

 Mark 2018-2019 season dates in your calendar now for your family: 

 Oct 12, Nov 30, Jan 25, Mar 22, April 26. 
Five Friday evenings for families of all sorts for children and parent(s), including grandparents.   

From 5 to 7pm, including a child-friendly meal, crafts, bible-based story time, singing and other activities.   
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to get to know other families and to relax at the end of a week.   

Donations are encouraged to off-set meals, craft supplies, staffing, heat and light.  
Please RSVP the Thursday prior at 613-389-2530.   

Media Team Update 
As you know we have been upgrading our Audio Video System over the past year. We purchased a new 
audio board and microphones, and in the spring we purchased new hearing assist devices.  In addition, we 
have received a $5000 Technology grant from Bay of Quinte Conference and by matching donations, we 
are looking at upgrading the following equipment. 
Digital Projector  Digital Camera 
Larger Screen   Flat Screen Monitor for Nursery  
 

We will continue to raise funds to include a monitor/screen for the choir and screen in the welcome 
Centre & Lower Hall.   

If you would like to donate or volunteer on the media team please contact Paul Carl at paul.carl@cogeco.ca. 

mailto:paul.carl@cogeco.ca


 
 
 
 

ERMUC’S 8th Annual Fish Fry 
by Mundell’s 

Friday, October 19th, 5-7 PM 
Eat in or Take out: Tickets available September 30th 

Contact: Brenda Moyer  613-634-0975 
ermfishfry@cogeco.ca  

A daylong workshop in response to the Truth and Reconciliation  

Commission’s Calls to Action  

Member of Parliament for Timmins-James Bay, author, activist for Indigenous rights.  

Mr. Angus is well qualified to speak on our two themes:  

the fight for equal rights for First Nations children and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

The day includes two talks by Charlie Angus, drumming, smudge ritual, discussion, resources for future actions. 

A traditional hot lunch will be served by a chef from Tyendinaga. 

 

 Saturday October 27              Glenburnie United Church 

            9:00 am to 4:00 pm                          1028 Unity Road 
 

To register: Marilyn: glenburnieindigenousevent@gmail.com or 613-969-4352 

 

Hosted by three Presbyteries of Four Rivers, Four Winds, and Kente. 

Grant from Bay of Quinte Conference, United Church of Canada 

Acknowledge, 
Commit, 

Transform!   
An interactive five week study 

series for adults  
 
On Wednesday mornings Oct 10 to Nov 7, 10–11:45 am in the 
Activity Room (Lower Level) with Rev. Dr. Jean Stairs.  The Bible 
and the times we live in are filled with stories where 
marginalized people break repressive silence and speak against 
it.  Explore the thinking of biblical prophets and theologian and 
biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann, as well as contemporary 
global voices speaking truth to power.    

God’s Gifts-Our Mission    
Stewardship Report 

In 2017, Edith Rankin Memorial contributed $35,760 to the Mission and Service Fund of the United Church 
of Canada.  A Certificate of Thanksgiving has been posted on the M & S Board in the Lower Hall. Thank you 
to all who participated. Stewardship Month will again be celebrated during the Month of October across 
The Bay of Quinte Conference and we are inviting you to fill a PILL BOTTLE with Twoonies, for “Food For 
The North”(see p. 10 of the Gifts with Vision Catalogue).  Fill the bottle, label it with your name, and 
envelope or PAR # and place on the offering plate before Oct 31. Last Years efforts generated $3000 
towards The Hurricane Relief Fund,  and was distributed through our Partners to areas most in need.                                                                    
Marilyn Rodger Stewardship Chair, Bay of Quinte Conference 

mailto:ermfishfry@cogeco.ca
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DECISIVE ISSUES is a discussion group which 

meets every other Monday starting on Monday, 

September 17, at 10:00 in The Upper Room, Fall 

and Winter. This year's book is by Marcus Borg: 

"Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time " 

Consider joining us to see if this is something that 

you would enjoy. For more information contact 

Barb Taft  barbnearl@cogeco.ca  or 613 634 6506 

New comers are always welcome. 

Spirit Sisters  
for women interested in deepening their spirituality and 
forming caring relationships 
Meets on the third Monday evening of the month,  
7-9 pm, in the Upper Room. Resumes Monday, Sept 17th.   
Inquires to: Florence Niven fniven7@gmail.com or 
rev.stairs@ermuc.ca  

Oasis Time  

for working and/or parenting women interested in linking their life experiences with faith.  
  

Oasis Time is a small group based on the principles of open, respectful and 
confidential sharing.  It meets every 4-6 
weeks on a Monday evening that aligns with 
the schedules of participating women.  
Inquiries to: rev.stairs@ermuc.ca 

ERMUC  
Bridge Group 
 

1st & 3rd Monday afternoons at 1:15 PM   

START-UP: Monday, September 17th in the 
Activity Room  

Contact: Brenda Moyer  613-634-0975 

Fellowship Breakfasts – A Monthly Treat! 

One of ERMUC’s signature programs is our monthly Fellowship Breakfasts on the fourth Sunday 
morning of every month. Enjoy a great breakfast starting at 8:00 a.m. followed by a guest speaker 
sharing something about a community program or about their life or their work or their passion 
or their faith or all of the above. It only costs $3 a person to defray expenses (BTW, kids under 12 
eat free!) and we wrap up by 9:20 or so to give plenty of time to prepare for worship.  

 

A great schedule is planned for the Fall: 

Sunday, September 23 – “The Life and Times of Anthony Gifford”. Come and learn more from and about our own Anthony Gifford 
– preacher, poet, author, musician, a bit of Kingston celeb and all-around fascinating guy!  Knowing Anthony, we can expect his 
story to entertain and inspire us. Don’t miss this one! 

Sunday, October 28 – “Home Away from Home”. Remember when we started to welcome Syrian refugees to Kingston? Ever 
wonder how the families ERMUC helped welcome are doing? Come to breakfast this day and hear from Jean Stairs, our Syrian 
families, members of the West Kingston Refugee Partnership (WKRP) and friends from the Muslim community. 

Sunday, November 25 – “Truth and Reconciliation: Are we There Yet?” In June 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) released the Executive Summary to its final report documenting its findings and 94 “calls to action” aimed at redressing the 
shameful history and legacy of residential schools and advancing the process of reconciliation in Canada. Each of the seven flames 
in the TRC’s logo represents one of the seven sacred teachings common to Indigenous communities: Truth, Humility, Honesty, 
Wisdom, Respect, Courage and Love. Have we made any progress? Come and hear from Indigenous leaders. 

The Limestone Ringers  
will begin rehearsals on  

Mon., Sept. 10 at 7pm.  

We are delighted to have 
two new members join 
our group. If interested 
contact Janet McDonald: 

janartmcd@yahoo.ca 

Chancel Choir  
rehearsals begin Thurs. Sept. 6 at 7 pm.   

Bring your enthusiasm and a friend!                         
All welcome! For Information: 
laurencerowbotham@yahoo.com 

mailto:barbnearl@cogeco.ca
mailto:fniven7@gmail.com
mailto:rev.stairs@ermuc.ca
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General UCW Executive for 2018 

President   Margaret Merkley  613-532-8490 

Past President  Jan Rubino   613-389-4243  

Vice-President  Vacant   

Secretary   Karen Saulnier 613-389-4790 

Treasurer  Annie Dickson 613-384-4564 

Convenors 

Finance  Kathy Rogers  613-634-0528 

Literature  Joan Martin  613-389-2689 

Membership  Barb O’Neill  613-384-8143 

Social Contact Penny Steele  613-544-3916 

Mostly Apples Alison Ahara  613-389-6445 

   Karen Saulnier   613-389-4790 

Bazaar Contacts Jean Barna   613-389-1714 

                                Alison Ahara  613-389-6445 

   Marg Aitken  613-389-6498 

   Penny Steele  613-544-3916 

Classics Birthday Ruth Pettis  613-634-0741 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Jan Rubino 613-389 4243 

Nominations Chair   Jan Rubino 613-389 4243 

 

    

2018 Mostly Apples  

ERMUC is now in planning stages 
of its Fall ‘Mostly Apples’ 
fundraiser to be held on 
September 21st, where our 
delicious apple pies, 4” and 
9” ($5.00 and $10.00 respectively) 

will be available.  Again this year many volunteers will 
be required for this event. 

On Thursday, September 20th we need a few 
volunteers for an hour or two to help set up tables, 
prepare pastry and ensure all is ready for 9:30 Friday 
morning.  More volunteers are required Friday, 
September 21st:  peelers, choppers, rollers, pressers, 
fillers, toppers, etc., men as well as women are most 
welcome.  We need 25 – 30 volunteers Friday from 
9:30 to noon. 

Coffee, tea and muffins will greet you and lunch of 
homemade soup will be provided. 

Call Alison Ahara at 613-389-6445 or email at 
vaa1269@sympatico.ca if you are available to help. 

Alison Ahara and Karen Saulnier  
2018 Co-ordinators  

Elvis is coming to ERMUC  
November 17th. 

Sponsored by Unit 8 of the UCW  
Details of this event will be coming in early fall. 

Unit Leaders for 2018 

Unit 1   Barb O'Neill      613-384-8143  1st  Wed. afternoon 

Unit 2   Kathy Rogers. 613-634-0528 1st  Wed. evening 

Unit 7  Sheryl Baker   613-389-1888 4th Mon. afternoon 

  Bonnie Hazell  613-389-3198   

Unit 8   Charlotte Jones  613-384-6557 2nd Tues. evening 
   Edie Raymond 613-389-1364 

      All women of the congregation are welcome at any unit or general meeting.  If you wish further 
information on the life and work of the United Church Women, or would like to join one of the units, 
please contact our Membership Convenor, Barb O’Neill at 613-384-8143. We welcome new members.  

Mission Statement 

Our Mission is to love God, to foster Christian faithfulness, spirituality, commitment and 
devotion and to promote love and respect by living generously and giving joyfully to all God’s 
people and to affirm and strengthen ourselves creatively .                                  

UCW Purpose 

To unite women of the congregation for the total mission of the Church and to provide a 
medium through which they may express their loyalty and devotion to Jesus Christ in 
Christian Witness, Study, Fellowship and Service 

Please note that the Executive meeting originally 
planned for Tuesday, September 4th has been 

rescheduled to  

Tuesday, October 2nd at 9:00 a.m. in the Library. 

tel:613%20389-6498
mailto:vaa1269@sympatico.ca


Ancient Egypt   Limestone & Water 
Better Balance   Line Dancing 
Exercise with Arthritis  Native Voices 
Explore Early Kingston  Seated Stretch 
Fingerstyle Guitar   Self-Hypnosis & Relaxation 
From Doodling to Tangling  Shimmy in Your Seat 
Global Voices   Ukelele Rendezvous  
Hoop Fit    Violin 
Learn to Draw   Wellness Walking  
Learn to Knit   Windows 10 

For more information visit seniorskingston.ca 

ARTISAN’S BAZAAR  
Our United Church Women have held a long standing tradition of hosting their annual ARTISAN’S BAZAAR and this year is no 

exception. When the weather starts to change, you know it is time to mark your calendar on SATURDAY NOV. 3, 2018 from 

10:00 am – 2:00 pm for our community bazaar featuring: 

We are expanding the Bazaar into the Activity Room and the Welcome Centre and are entertaining new vendors to add 

diversity and interest to our talented crafters at ERMUC. Spread the news, pick up a flyer and post it, and invite others to 

experience the warmth of Edith Rankin. Let’s join together to make this another successful fundraising effort to support 

community outreach.  Further inquiries or to request an application with Sept. 15 deadline, contact Jean at 613-389-1714 or 

email jkbarnabrown@hotmail.com. See you soon!                            Jean Barna, Alison Ahara   

Homemade frozen 

meat pies hosted by 

Jan Rubino  

Unit #2 

Featured Artisans  

with their handmade wares: 

felted ornaments, pottery, 

greeting cards, purses, wool 

socks and alpaca throws, 

knitted items and finger pup-

pets, and more hosted by  

Jean Barna and Alison Ahara. 

Your Ministry and Personnel Committee 
 
Did you know that the Ministry and Personnel Committee 
(M&P) is the only mandated committee of the governing 
body of a pastoral charge? Some of the duties of this 
committee include:  

 Being available for consultation with and support of, 
our staff  

 Regularly reviewing the working conditions, 
responsibilities and compensation of the staff 

 Making any recommendation needed as a result of 
these reviews, to the governing body 

 Revising position descriptions as needed 

 Helping to co-ordinate and complete job search for lay 
employees and ministry personnel, as needed 

 Conducting and making sure that annual performance 
reviews are completed 

M&P is receptive to receiving concerns and positive 
feedback from the congregation, about our staff.  

Margaret Merkley (Chair) Eric Lawson (Vice Chair) 

Janice D’Agostino  Gayle Owen  

Ray Kuntz   Sheila Billings 

http://www.seniorskingston.ca
mailto:jkbarnabrown@hotmail.com


Follow us on Facebook  
Edith Rankin Church  

www.facebook.com/EdithRankinChurch/ 

If you choose to “Like” us, you will receive notices 
when changes are made to our Facebook page. 
You’ll see notices of upcoming events with links to 
our webpage and you’ll see pictures of events too. 
If there is an event which should be noted on either 
our webpage or Facebook page, please help out 
our webmaster and send it to: 
webmaster@ermuc.ca  

Your webmaster and Facebook hosts.  
Tanya Bax & Paul Van Nest  

 

Edith Rankin Memorial United Church 
4080 Bath Road, Kingston, ON   K7M 4Y7 

Telephone 613-389-2530    e-mail: churchoffice@ermuc.ca  

The Anchor - Email: anchor@ermuc.ca    

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Sunday Service 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Ministers:      

The Rev. Dr. Wayne Soble    613-634-0479        rev.soble@ermuc.ca                               

The Rev. Dr. Jean Stairs         613-634-0479       rev.stairs@ermuc.ca 

Congregational Designated  Minister of Pastoral Care: 

Donna Bell      donna@ermuc.ca   

Ministers in Voluntary Association: 

The Rev. Dr. Neil Elford          613-766-9386    neil.elford07@gmail.com 

The Rev. Earl  Taft                   613-634-6506 barbnearl@cogeco.ca  

The Rev. George Lavery         613-547-6335 glavery@kingston.net 

Music Director: 

Laurence Rowbotham            613-352-3418    music@ermuc.ca 

Kids Alive Coordinator: 

Ruth Judd             613-634-6552  sundayschool@ermuc.ca     

Church Office Administrator:  

Tanya Bax                613-389-2530      churchoffice@ermuc.ca 

Custodian:   

Barry  Van Hooser            613-389-2530 

Check out our updated website   

www.ermuc.ca 

Listen to recent services 

Watch for event updates  

SAVE  LIVES!!! 

What could be more important 

than that? 

Join ERMUC’s Partners for Life  

Canadian Blood Services team. 

Phone 1-888-236-6283  

to book an appointment.  

 OR just walk in to 850 Gardiners Road 

east side, south of entrance to CAT Centre. 

Use our team number EDIT009590 

No upper-age limit!  

No physician’s assessment required! 

 Questions?   

Call Sharon Van Nest  613-544-6802  

Rental Opportunity 
Know of someone whom is in need of office space a few days a week?  We 
have a unique rental opportunity for the right person available September 1.   
Private entrance, private washroom, storage space and wifi included.   
Lots of free and accessible parking available. Great rental rates in a 
wonderful environment.  If interested, please contact Tanya Bax at  
613-389-2530 or churchoffice@ermuc.ca 

Edith Rankin has already earned over $1000 through the sale of 

Fundscrip Shopping/Gift Cards! 

YOU can help balance the budget by considering using these cards for your 

regular purchases … groceries, gas, restaurants, gifts, household, books. 

Cards are available for more than 200 retailers and can be purchased by 

cheque, debit or cash. Order Forms are in the Welcome Centre or phone 

Sharon 613-544-6802    Easy to Order, Easy to Use!  

Now imagine if you had an advertising here for a business 

that provides services and supports for our congregation. 

$50 per issue business card size  

$90 per issue banner size (2 business cards) 
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