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Holy Week Services 

Palm Sunday, March 25/18 

10:00 a.m. – Worship. 

Processions of Palms 

Sermon: “Such a Waste as This!” 

Maundy Thursday, March 29/18 

6:30 p.m. – Praise and  

Prayer in the Sanctuary chapel 

Good Friday, March 30/18 

10:00 a.m. – Music and  Meditation 
on the meaning of the cross          

for today. 

Sermon: “Barabbas’ Friday Blog”  

Holy Saturday, March 31/18 

8 a.m.  to 12 noon. – Prayer Vigil  

The sanctuary will be open for   
people to come and spend as much 
time as they wish in private prayer 

and meditation.  

Easter Sunday, April 1/18 

8:30 a.m. – Easter Breakfast 

10:00 a.m. – Easter Worship 

Sermon: “Easter! No Joke!” 

Sacrament of Communion 



                              Rising up!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Easter Sunday was a big deal in my childhood home.  My 
Mom sewed dresses for my older sister and me for weeks 
before so that we would be decked out in Easter finery.  
New hats (or headbands), white gloves, white ankle socks 
and white patent leather shoes were always added to 
make the new outfit complete.   There’s something to be 
said for that 1960’s “habit of the heart”.  Easter Sunday 
deserved your “best” and dressing up in your finest was a 
way to revere the resurrection story.  
 
From “our” third from the front pew, along with the 
whole congregation, we would shout: “Christ has risen, 
Christ has risen indeed!”   
 
Rising up is no small matter. It often begins in the margins 
– from people historically without power or privilege.   
Lately, I’ve been taken with the voices of youth rising up 
from the south. Teenagers from Stoneman Douglas High 
School, the site of the deadly Parkland, Florida shooting, 
have been delivering impassioned speeches to lawmakers 
and the National Rifle Association (NRA).  “Never again,” 
said senior student Alfonso Calderon, “should students 
have to protest for their lives.”  Delaney Tarr was bold 
enough to shout: “We’ve had enough of thoughts and 
prayers…we are coming after every single one of you and 
demanding that you take action, demanding that you 
make a change.”   
 
Youth of this “Never Again” movement, and individuals 
behind other uprisings such as Me Too, Black Lives Matter 
and Idle No More, are speaking truth to power and       
refusing to be silent.  Indigenous protests over the Colten 
Boushie and Tina Fontaine jury acquittals in western    
Canada are calling for increased diversity on jury panels in 
Canada. Such movements are teaching us that rising up is 

no small matter because the “rising up” challenges racism, 
deeply rooted behaviours, attitudes and policies and dares 
to say to those in power that “it is no longer acceptable.”   
Rising up is at the heart of our Easter story.  When human 
voices are silent, scripture tells us that even the stones 
will cry out. Silence is not an option. Our Salvadoran 
brothers and sisters knew this after the assassination of 
their beloved Archbishop Monsignor Oscar Romero, 
whose martyrdom has continued their cries and efforts to 
address the violence of inequitable distribution of wealth.  
 
Our affirmation that Jesus overcame death and rose from 
the dead on that Easter morning is our tradition’s way of 
reinforcing that God chose to get all mixed up in the 
human situation (hence Jesus’ death), that God 
understands the lives we live (hence becoming flesh in 
Jesus) and that God died for sufferers (hence the cross as 
love exposing itself to heartbreak).  We are Easter people 
who are called to rise up but it remains true that we live in 
a Good Friday world. Innocent people suffer, suicide 
bombers kill        civilians, precious young soldiers and 
school aged kids die, babies come with heart defects, tests 
come back positive, relationships break, children are 
kidnapped and PTSD and mental illness result in too many 
suicides – which is why rising up is no small matter in our 
time.   
 
Maybe that’s why C.S. Lewis said: “To love at all is to be 
vulnerable.  Love anything and your heart will certainly be 
wrong and possibly broken. If you want to make sure of 
keeping it intact you must give your heart and life to no 
one.”  Rising up, breaking silence and shouting out truth 
means that we certainly risk being wounded, and possibly 
unheard.  Yet without our up-risings, God would be alone 
in painful lament over this broken world.  Maybe God 
hunched that with Jesus’ rising, and ours as Easter people, 
building God’s realm would be better as a hand in hand, 
voice building upon voice kind of activity on this earth. 
   
“Rise up, child of the earth” writes mystic Julian of        
Norwich.  What if she meant that a glimpse of heaven is at 
work in us when we break silence, speak truth to power 
and rise up?  Some might say that is our “Easter best”.    
(Rev.) Jean Stairs 

Easter Breakfast—Sunday, April 1, 8:30 AM 

Join in the celebration of Easter Morn with Easter breakfast in the Lower Hall,           

beginning at 8:30 am. 

No need to RSVP      Free will offering will be collected 



Wayne’s World 

Speaking of Easter…. 

Easter. It’s hard to explain really. In fact, I find it the 
toughest Sunday of the year to preach and the toughest 
season to write anything even remotely creative. Go     
figure. Easter is the bedrock foundation of our faith as 
Christians. “Christ is risen!” is the earliest proclamation of 
the gospel that we know and the basis for the earliest 
known confession of faith, “Jesus is Lord!” How hard can it 
be to come up with a few words? But the truth of the 
matter is that Easter leaves me speechless. Few things do, 
as even my friends are quick to tell me. No wonder people 
grin and mutter things about bunnies and butterflies, 
chickens and eggs and, for reasons never clear to me, 
chocolate. Unless chocolate is about as good as anything 
to talk about anytime anywhere! How do you talk about a 
mystery, any mystery never mind a Holy One? I get why 
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Salome – 
at least as Mark tells the story – hightailed it from the 
tomb in both terror and amazement refusing to say 
anything to anybody (Mark 15.8). I think I’m right behind 
them. What kind of God goes around creating something 
out of nothing? Wrestling dreams out of nightmares? 
Snatching victory out of the jaws of defeat?  Bringing life 
out of death? Joy out of sorrow? Hope out of despair? 
Forgiveness out of guilt? Dignity out of shame? Who’s  
going to believe either a few shocked women or a stunned 
aging preacher if they start yammering on about things 
like that? Ordinary, everyday miracles, maybe. But Easter? 

I suppose I could scrounge up a few words and mention 
2000 years of Christian history that, for all its warts and 
wrinkles, would not have stood a chance in hell if God had 
not raised Jesus from the dead one away or another.      Or 
I could remark on some of the saints and martyrs, not to 
mention a few folks I have known who, day in and day out, 

have reflected the glory of God as men and women fully 
alive in Christ. Come to think of, I’ve seen a few of them 
hanging around Edith Rankin Memorial now and then. If a 
picture is worth a thousand words, my head is full of 
images of men and women who dare to speak truth to 
power, risk their lives in just and compassionate              
service, stand in solidarity with the marginalized, all to 
insist that those things that try to be the death of us, the 
death of goodness and beauty and truth and tenderness, 
will not have the last word on anybody. And, if it comes 
right down to it – and I suppose it does – I could testify to 
that amazing grace that saved the likes of me so that if 
“you ask me how I know he lives” I’ll tell you in a heartbeat 
that “he lives within my heart.” 

Easter. It’s tough to explain. Tough to talk about. “Words 
cannot suffice” and all that. So, maybe, amazement and 
terror aren’t so unusual. Speechlessness may be the most 
appropriate response. Of course, I’ll end up “saying a few 
words” before the season is done. I already have. After all, 
it’s why you pay me the big bucks. But this Easter, once all 
is said and done, or left unsaid and undone, I will probably 
find myself, as I do every year, grasped by a “love divine, 
all loves excelling” that simply leaves me “lost in wonder, 
love and praise.” Resurrection does that to you. [wws] 

Staff Appreciation Week!    April 22nd – 28th  
As a congregation we are most fortunate to have a staff that as individuals 

are awesome but together work collaboratively to create a great team. 

During the last week of April please take time to express your personal 

thanks to all of the staff at Edith Rankin! 

Ministerial Staff 

Donna Bell- Congregational Designated Minister of Pastoral Care 

Rev. Dr. Wayne Soble - Worship and Pastoral Care Minister 

Rev. Dr. Jean Stairs - Education, Outreach, and Pastoral Care Minister  

Support Staff 

Tanya Bax - Office Administrator  Wanda Burke - Casual Office Supply 

Janet Dubblestein - Casual Office Supply Rhonda Kerr - Casual Office Supply  

Laurence Rowbotham - Music Director  Barry Van Hooser - Custodian 



The Bread That We Break…. 

“The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are 
one body; for we all partake of the one bread” (I Corinthians 10.16b-17). 

Gluten free communion bread? The horror of it all! What is the church  
coming to? First it was inclusive language, now this! Yes, my friends, if we’re 
looking for reasons to tsk-tsk at the church, there are always issues that will 
get our   ecclesiastical knickers in a knot. It appears that those of us 
responsible for worship matters at ERMUC have stumbled into one. For a 
few years now, we have been making gluten free communion cubes 
available as an option for those who request them. Nothing new there and, 
apparently, no problem either. As we prepared for Christmas Eve,  however, 
the proposal emerged that we try having all the bread gluten free. The 
reasons were thoughtful ones, three of which are especially noteworthy: 1) 

more and more churches are doing so, for starters; 2) no one feels marginalized by requiring a hermetically sealed 
package set aside, but we can all eat from the same bread, metaphorically speaking (see the quotation above); 3) 
since there are many visitors on Christmas Eve and, without knowing about possible allergies, including life-
threatening ones, it might well be regarded as an act of Christian hospitality to be sure that “strangers” can “eat this 
bread and be thankful” without worrying about the risks. We decided to try. And we repeated the effort again for 
communion on the Sunday of the Transfiguration. And, just so you know, we will do so again on Easter Sunday. 

There have been some rather strong reactions. The first one that came to me was this: “It’s the first time I really felt I 
belonged at the Table.” Hmm. Compare that with “It tastes horrible!” “I’m not coming to communion anymore if 
they’re going to do that!” “It’s dry and people might choke on it.” “Why do the majority have to suffer just because a 
few people have some problems?” “Why do they have to change everything?”  

So here’s what I want you to ponder: First of all, relax. Be patient and gracious. We’re testing it and it takes while to 
see if it is the right decision and to get the decision right. There are other recipes for gluten free bread that we may 
need to try or other ways to assure that “no one is a stranger here” when we gather at the Table. Okay, there are 
some downsides. It tastes awful! At least, it may until we get a recipe that tastes less awful. Mind you, so does     
Buckley’s Cough Mixture, but apparently it works! Here’s the thing though: It’s not a sandwich, or your lunch. It’s a 
sugar cube sized symbolic bit of dough intended to “turn your eyes upon Jesus,” not smack your lips and ask for     
seconds. The Israelites weren’t thrilled about the taste of manna in the wilderness. It was intended to nourish them 
not entertain them. To be quite honest, unleavened bread is fairly dreadful. And I rarely hear our Anglican or Roman 
Catholic cousins complain about the taste of those Styrofoam wafers they ingest at the Eucharist. Communion is a 
sacred, symbolic meal, eaten to help us remember that we are the Body of Christ, the Bread of life. Given the tough 
things Christ sometimes would have us do in our world, maybe it’s not such a bad thing a few times a year to hold 
your nose and be thankful. 

I take the choking hazard more seriously, but I suspect it is not more of a hazard with gluten free cubes than with 
whole wheat. Hold the cube in your mouth and let it dissolve. Come for coffee after worship. And by the way, singers, 
just clear your throat and warble on! 

But here’s the main issue for me theologically. The Apostle Paul was deeply troubled by the bickering factions in the 

Corinthian church he loved so much. One of the sore spots, apparently, was communion! A few paragraphs after he 

urged the strong and healthy in the congregation to be more accommodating to those who might have food issues 

(“meat offered to idols” in their case), he urged them not “to seek their own advantage, but that of the other” (I Cor. 

10.24). Especially when it came to communion. He had heard that people weren’t gathering to celebrate the           

sacrament so much to as to satisfy their appetites. The strong were eating their fill while others were marginalized. 

I’m sure that’s not the case among us. But as we seek to discover the best way to break the bread and share the cup, 

let’s not make the Lord’s Table a place of contention. We’ll listen to and learn from one another and, hopefully, grow 

in grace. Whatever the constituency of the bread, may our hunger for the Bread of Life, the True Bread, cause us to 

feed upon it ‘til we want no more.  [wws]  



TGIF 
(Thank God, It’s Family Nite!) 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. on a Friday evening.        
 

TGIF 2018 Calendar 
Mar 23 (Tacos), April 20 (Lasagna)  
Theme:  “Growing up with God” 

Family-friendly crafts, child-friendly worship celebration,  
Rev-Rap for adults with Rev. Soble and a simple meal.   

A cash donation or use of ERMUC debit machine will support 
this ministry.  All done and home by children’s bedtime! For 
families of all types: single parent and child(ren), 2 parents 

and child(ren), grandparent(s) and grandchild(ren).   
Arrive as soon as you are able after work or child-care pick-up.   

Please RSVP the Thursday prior at 613-389-2530.   

ANNUAL YOUTH SERVICE  

Sunday June 3rd.   

Don’t miss this special Sunday that speaks to the 

soul!  Youth rehearsals will be on two Saturdays, 

May 26 and June 2nd and 9:00 am Sunday June 3rd.  

 ATTENTION PARENTS!  

 SUMMER IN THE CITY CHILDREN’S 
PROGRAM 

In its 6th year of operation, Summer in the City is a 
fabulous faith-based program for your children.  
Plan to include this in your summer plans! 

WHO?   For children entering by September SK to 
Gr 7.  

WHAT?  Theme:  “The Adventures of Cool Dude 

Paul”.    

WHEN: August 13-17, mornings, 9:00 – noon.  Early 
drop-off by 8:15.  Pick-up by 12:15 pm 

WHERE:  Edith Rankin Memorial United Church, 
Lower Hall 

HOW:  Registration forms are available at church 
website (www.ermuc.ca), back of the sanctuary or in 
the file folder on the Kids Alive Office door.   
Registration deadline is July 20 but don’t wait to 
register!  Maximum registration is 25; waiting list 
once maximum registration is achieved.  

EDITH RANKIN MEMORIAL PHOTO 

DIRECTORY 

We are excited to announce that    
ERMUC will be compiling a new photo 
Directory.  Photos will be taken Tues., 
May 1 through Wed, May 9.  Online 
sign up site will be available late 
March.  Watch TIDINGS for details. 

WE’RE ALL INVITED!  

Join in the fun of a birthday dinner, celebrating our CLASSICS(those over 80) 

Sunday May 6,  4-7 pm . This 57th Annual event is organized by the UCW with a 
Roast Beef dinner, prepared by our Catering Team followed by cake & ice cream, OF 
COURSE.  End the evening with a concert and sing a long by  Anthony Gifford & 
friends 

CLASSICS will receive a mailed invitation (if you are new to the congregation, make 
sure you name is on the list: pettiscraigandruth@gmail.com or call the office 613 
389 2530) CLASSICS eat for FREE   

Tickets at the door Adults - $12, Children 5-12 -$5, and under 5 FREE! 

EXCITING  NEWS!!!  Support Edith Rankin with no out-of-pocket cost! When we 

buy Fundscrip Shopping/Gift Cards for any of more than 200 retailers, our 

church earns a percentage of the price we pay.  

This is an ALL YEAR Fundraiser to help balance the budget or purchase   

something on our wish list. Consider your regular purchases…groceries, gas, 

restaurants, gifts, household, books. Pay by cheque, debit or cash. Order Forms are in the        

Welcome Centre. Easy to Order, Easy to Use!      

http://www.ermuc.ca


   “To unite women of the congregation for the total mission of the Church and to 
provide a medium through which they may express their loyalty and devotion to 
Jesus Christ in Christian Witness, Study, Fellowship and Service” 

Annual UCW Four Winds Presbyterial 

6th Annual Meeting Wednesday, April 4th, 2018 

At Edith Rankin Memorial United Church 

Registration, Coffee and Muffins - 9:00 a.m. 

Meeting starts at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Theme: Connecting, Communicating & Caring   

Guest Speakers:  

Janice Barling & Jean Clipsham from The Kingston Grandmother Connection 

and 

Anne Byron speaking about pillow case dresses she makes for “Dress a Girl Around the World” 

Lunch $10.00 (bring to registration). Please indicate if you have any food allergies when you RSVP. 

RSVP before 22 March, 2018 Margaret Merkley margandpetermerkley@gmail.com or 613 532 8490 

Please plan to attend and bring a friend. 

Fair Trade items, Book Room Resources and KGC items will be available for purchase. Come and enjoy the music, education, 

dialogue, hospitality, worship, resource browsing - and a little business. 

ERMUC UCW Annual Worship Service  

Sunday, April 15, 2018 

Guest Speaker: Betty Turcotte  

Sermon: What is in your hand?  

Copies of Betty’s book, “As She Said” 

will be available for purchase during 

Coffee Hour when we invite you to 

meet and speak to Betty. 

ERMUC UCW Annual Spring General Meeting 

Tuesday, May 1st at 7:00 p.m. 

Lower Hall 

Our guest speaker, Allen Prowse, will be talking about 

Compassionate Kingston. Since this is a new venture 

that has recently started in Kingston we would like to 

invite all members of the Congregation who would like 

to come and hear about it, to attend and bring a friend. 

If you would like to attend, please contact Karen 

Saulnier at 613 389 4790 or karen-

saulnier@hotmail.com 

Our guest speaker will be followed by a time to socialize and 

a short business meeting. 

ADULTS INTERESTED in exploring “adult faith”, either to refresh their 

understanding and spirituality or to explore baptism or membership 

are invited to speak with Rev. Wayne Soble or Rev. Jean Stairs.  

Interested individuals will come together for at least three sessions 

sometime after Easter and leading up to early June.   

All women are asked to consider joining “ Women in Conversation " on the 

3rd Thursday of the month. We meet in the Upper Room at 1:30 p.m. where 

we discuss a given topic for the day over a cup of tea . Contact Barb Taft for more in-

formation: barbnearl@cogeco.ca 

mailto:margandpetermerkley@gmail.com
mailto:karen-saulnier@hotmail.com
mailto:karen-saulnier@hotmail.com


 

 



Follow us on Facebook  
Edith Rankin Church  

www.facebook.com/EdithRankinChurch/ 

If you choose to “Like” us, you will receive notices 
when changes are made to our Facebook page. 
You’ll see notices of upcoming events with links to 
our webpage and you’ll see pictures of events too. 
If there is an event which should be noted on either 
our webpage or Facebook page, please help out 
our webmaster and send it to: 
webmaster@ermuc.ca  

Your webmaster and reluctant Facebook host.  
Paul Van Nest 

GIVE  SOMEONE  THE GIFT OF LIFE!  

Every minute of every day, someone in Canada needs blood. It may be a cancer or heart patient, 
an accident victim or a premature baby. Perhaps it will be a member of YOUR family or a friend.  

Edith Rankin Memorial is in a Partnership with Canadian Blood Services. 

People who can, MUST donate blood! New donors are needed in large numbers to keep up with the supply and demand. PLEASE 
consider joining our team - number EDIT009590 Phone 1-888-236-6283 to book an appointment. OR just walk in to 850 Gardiners 

Road. Questions? Sharon, team co-ordinator  613 544 6802  

 

Edith Rankin Memorial United Church 
4080 Bath Road, Kingston, ON   K7M 4Y7 

Telephone 613-389-2530    e-mail: churchoffice@ermuc.ca  

The Anchor - Email: anchor@ermuc.ca    

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Sunday Service 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Ministers:      

The Rev. Dr. Wayne Soble    613-634-0479        rev.soble@ermuc.ca                               

The Rev. Dr. Jean Stairs         613-634-0479       rev.stairs@ermuc.ca 

Congregational Designated  Minister of Pastoral Care: 

Donna Bell      donna@ermuc.ca   

Ministers in Voluntary Association: 

The Rev. Dr. Neil Elford          613-766-9386    neil.elford07@gmail.com 

The Rev. Earl  Taft                   613-634-6506 barbnearl@cogeco.ca  

The Rev. George Lavery         613-547-6335 glavery@kingston.net 

Music Director: 

Laurence Rowbotham            613-352-3418    music@ermuc.ca 

Kids Alive Coordinator: 

Ruth Judd             613-634-6552  sundayschool@ermuc.ca     

Church Office Administrator:  

Tanya Bax                613-389-2530      churchoffice@ermuc.ca 

Custodian:   

Barry  Van Hooser            613-389-2530 

Check out our updated website   

www.ermuc.ca 

Listen to recent services 

Watch for event updates  

Handbell Workshop  

 The Limestone Ringers are looking for new members to add to our bell choir. If you are interested in learning 

about handbells, put Saturday, May 12th from 9:30 – 12:00 on your calendars and plan to attend a workshop.  If 

you can read music at a Grade 6 level and/or have Grade Two theory, and are willing to make a commitment to 

weekly practices, come and have some fun learning the basics of handbell ringing. We practice once a week and 

play in church about once a month as part of the music ministry at ERMUC. We are a fun-loving group of ringers 

who enjoy making music together!      Registration, coffee and muffins before we start, 9:30 to 10:00.  Contact 

Margaret Merkley at 613 – 532 -8490 or at  margandpetermerkley@gmail.com to ask questions and sign up, by 

Monday, April 30th.            

Come and Hear us Ring! 
March 25 - Palm Sunday - Prelude on Passion Chorale  Sunday, April 1 - Easter Sunday - Triumphant Spirit 

  April 15 - Hallelujah             Sunday, April 22 - A Bach Pastorale 

          If you are interested in bells and want to see how they work, please feel free to join us at the bell      

 tables after the services on these Sundays. 

Sunday, April 29th, at 2:30 - Guests at the spring concert of the Kingston Chamber Choir at St. George’s     

Cathedral. 
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