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CELEBRATE ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS  
 
December 3/17 (Advent 1) 
10:00 a.m. Worship  
  “Love’s Bright New Face”, a cantata by Laurence Rowbotham 
  Scripture readings dramatically adapted and read by Mike Bullett. 
  (See details page 4) 
5:30 p.m. ERMUC Family Christmas Dinner 
6:45 p.m.  Carol Sing and Kids A Christmas Concert and Pageant  
 
December 10/17 (Advent 2)  
10:00 a.m. Worship 
  Sermon: “Peace – Imagine That!”  
 
December 17/17 (Advent 3) 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
   Sermon: “The Audacity of Joy”  
4:00 p.m. Service of Remembrance and Hope  
   for those who have experienced loss. 
 
December 24/17 (Morning: Advent 4 –– Evening: Christmas Eve) 
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship (carols, readings and brief reflection) 
 Refection: “Taking a Chance on Christmas”   
6:30 p.m.  Christmas Eve in the Neighbourhood (Family Service) 
 Music and drama 
9:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Communion) 
 Sermon: “Kneeling in Bethlehem” 
 
December 31/17 (1st Sunday after Christmas - White) 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
  Sermon: “You’re Never Too Old for Christmas” 



Wayne’s World - Christmas Again? Unbelievable! 
My maternal grandmother – God rest her soul – always said the same thing every time 
she was made aware of the passage of time: “My, how you’ve grown! It doesn’t seem 
possible!”  “Is it your birthday already? It doesn’t seem possible!” “Where did those 
wrinkles come from in my mirror? It doesn’t seem possible!”  “Christmas again? It 
doesn’t seem possible!”  I get it. The older we become, the faster time flies. Or, how 
did one poet put it? “Time flies, you say? Ah, no: time stays, we go.” Christmas again? 
It doesn’t seem possible!  
 
For one thing, what happened to summer? As much as I complain about singing 
“Jingle Bells” with Halloween candy stuck in my teeth and the Grey Cup parade getting 
upstaged by jolly old St. Nicholas coming to town – practically in shorts and sandals –  
just to boost sales at the mall, the fact remains that the Christmas season tends to 
sneak up on us while we’re napping. Or playing. Or – more likely – running thither and 
yon trying to keep up with jobs, chores, medical appointments, the kids’ schedules 
and taking care of the dog. Who on earth has time to nap? Christmas again? Unbelievable! 
 
Then, there’s the world the way it is. Even if you’re tired of being told we’re living on the edge of the Trumpocalypse, 
you have to admit that a Tiny Wee Thing tucked away in a cow stable or among our old decorations or somewhere in 
the margins of our memories seems an almost absurd tale to tell into the teeth of all that goes bump in the night. But 
that’s what we do year after year, isn’t it? At least it’s what people of faith do. Between shopping sprees and office 
parties and family gatherings and sips of eggnog, we look at all the violence, the misery, the gap between rich and 
poor, the arrogance and ignorance of evil ideologies, the moral vacuum and incivility of our times, our own aches and 
pains, fears and failures…, we look at all that, feel all that, shiver at all that and reach for the Old, Old Story of Mary’s 
little boy child and say: “This is what the world needs now. This is what we need now. This is what I need now. This is 
good news of great joy for all people.”  Christmas again? Unbelievable! 
 
About 60 years ago, Stephen Vincent Benet wrote a modern miracle play in verse entitled A Child Is Born. In it, after 
the angels had sung their songs and the shepherds and wise men had come and gone and the cattle shed was simply 
a cattle shed once more, each of the characters in the play engages in some self-reproach for failing to go to the 
stable to see the Child. In a powerful and moving soliloquy, the Innkeeper’s wife reflects on her unwillingness — and 
ours, for that matter — to suspend disbelief long enough to experience the Unbelievable Goodness that is the gift 
and meaning of Christmas: 

God pity us, indeed, for we are human and do not always see 
The vision when it comes, the shining change, 
Or, if we see it, do not follow it 
Because it is too hard, too strange, too new, 
Too unbelievable, too difficult, 
Warring too much with common easy ways ..... 

 
Christmas again! Unbelievable? No! Not among us! Not this year! Let this 
year be the year we believe! Let this be the year we trust the angel who 
assures Mary and us that “nothing will be impossible for God” (Luke 1: 
37). And let this be the year we find both the grace and the grit to say with 
Mary “Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 1: 38).  
Christmas again? You better believe it! 
wws 
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Light on the Horizon 

November is my least favourite month of the 
year, especially since Wayne and I moved to Kingston.  It 
seems to be the drabbest and dreariest.  Gray skies, gray 
limestone and the change of time at the beginning of the 
month all seem to lead to darker days and moods.  As we 
enter Advent the Gospel urges us to notice Jesus’ coming 
into our world as a light-filled being.  Physical light is a 
precious gift and essential for many things.  That’s why 
the gradual addition of colourful, seasonal lights on our 
homes, bushes and trees become significant in this 
season. Added light that brightens the dark is a valuable 
sight for our physical lives and also a valuable treasure 
for our interior lives.   

What would we do without light-bulb insights – 
those intellectual moments of clarity or intuitive glimpses 
into life’s unfolding mystery?  No wonder the Gospel of 
John introduces Jesus like this:   

What came to be through him was life,  And this 
life was the light of the human race. (John 1:3-4) 

Christ is our light.  Imagine if we all said and 
believed that several times a day for all 25 days of the 
Advent and Christmas season!  In ways parallel to 
physical illumination, Christ’s light provides growth and 
gives guidance for each step we take on life’s journey.  
This divine radiance draws forth goodness from the seed 
of our heart, just as the sun’s energy draws forth life 
from a seed in the earth. Christ’s presence comforts and 
assures us, like those blazing fireplaces that welcome us 
so warmly at this time of the year and settle our spirits.  

What better time than Advent to refresh our 
awareness of Christ coming to us as divine light?  What 
more appropriate season for opening our minds and 
hearts to this treasure?  We can kindle this light by 
shining for all those with whom we come in contact, so 
that our lives will be a radiance of Christ.  We can come 
to worship and experience God’s Spirit of illumination, 
guiding our paths for each week of the season.  We can 
attend the Kids Alive Christmas Pageant on the evening 
of Dec 3rd (6:45 pm) and see this Light of Lights in the 
children’s wonder and amazement over the birth of 
Jesus. We can find ways to allow the loving radiance of 
this divine being in human form to blaze through the 
bleakness of our world and change the lives of those 
who suffer in our city, in El Salvador or in refugee camps.  

How easy it is for me to forget that God is with 
us when it’s dark and dreary.  Yet Advent calls to me:  
“Stay awake! Watch for this ever-present love within you 
and among others.  Welcome the wonder of this 
astounding gift of shining radiance into a turbulent 
world.”   

 

The Sufi poet Hafiz suggests that God kisses us on 
the forehead in the morning and lights “a holy lamp” 
inside our hearts.  What an inspiring image for us to carry 
this Advent as we welcome the presence of Jesus each 
day.  Our inner being is a lantern of God’s love and we 
will increasingly live as loving reflections of Christ’s light.  
So, during Advent, I invite you to…  

 
Look for the ways the Divine Light is evident in your life. 
Pray for the part of yourself that needs God’s light to 
shine more fully within it. 
Be aware of how you can be a Light-Bearer within 
situations that cause you distress or to people who are 
hurting. 
Refill the oil of your 
inner lamp by coming 
to this faith-filled 
community and 
discovering the support 
of brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 
Ask God to possess your 
whole being so that you 
will radiate holy love. 

 
Jean Stairs   



TGIF 
(Thank God, It’s Family Nite!) 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. on a Friday evening.        
 

TGIF 2018 Calendar 
January 26 (Pizza), Mar 23 (Tacos), April 20 (Lasagna)  

Theme:  “Growing up with God” 
Family-friendly crafts, child-friendly worship celebration,  

Rev-Rap for adults with Rev. Soble and a simple meal.   
A cash donation or use of ERMUC debit machine will support 
this ministry.  All done and home by children’s bedtime! For 
families of all types: single parent and child(ren), 2 parents 

and child(ren), grandparent(s) and grandchild(ren).   
Arrive as soon as you are able after work or child-care pick-up.   

Please RSVP the Thursday prior at 613-389-2530.   

Advent 1, Sunday Dec.3 

Celebrate the start of the advent season with your Edith Rankin friends  

10 am WORSHIP  “Love’s Bright New Face”  The Chancel Choir, 

soloists, the Limestone Ringers and narrator Mike Bullett will offer 

morning worship in the form of a new Advent/Christmas Cantata by 

Laurence. This Cantata service is an act of worship seeking to draw 

attention to the Advent season and telling the story of the prophecy and 

birth time of Jesus Christ. It is hoped that through music, the congregation's observance and 

enjoyment of this very special time of year will be enhanced, as we prepare to celebrate the coming of 

love's bright new face, Jesus Christ, throughout Advent. Kid’s Alive pageant rehearsal begins promptly 

at 10– all children should head directly to the lower hall. 

Return at 5:30 for Family Christmas Dinner.  Turkey dinner with all the trimmings Adults $15 

children 6-12 $7.50 and FREE for 5 and under! 

Head up to the Sanctuary at 6:45 for a  carol sing  followed by Kid’s Alive Concert and Pageant 

“Let's Keep God's Love in Christmas”.  Special visitor expected from the NORTH POLE. 

ERMUC YOUTH– Christmas Outreach Opportunity 

The  annual backpack outreach event 

for street youth in Kingston will happen 

on Friday, Dec 15, 5:00 pm at Jean & 

Wayne’s home.  Please reserve the date 

now and try your best to arrange any 

work schedules so that you can 

participate.  We will shop for items to 

fill the backpacks, carry out our tradition of a “Christmas 

Scavenger Hunt” while shopping, and then return for 

supper and time to stuff the backpacks.    

Should be all done and ready for home by 8:30 pm   
Contact: rev.stairs@ermuc.ca 

mailto:rev.stairs@ermuc.ca


 

The annual UCW Christmas General meeting 
is on Tuesday, December 5th at 1:30 in the Lower Hall. All members 
and friends are encouraged to attend to join in some fun and social-

izing. We will start with a short business meeting followed by a time to sing carols 
and challenge ourselves with some Christmas trivia. 
Don’t miss our special guest – there will be a team of 
reporters on hand to interview her!  

UCW CHRISTMAS GENERAL MEETING 

 

Neighborhood Needs Team - How Can YOU HELP? 
 One outreach focus for our Neighborhood Needs team this fall is the collection of  food and personal items for 
the Partners in Mission Food Bank. We celebrated Thanksgiving with this in mind with a Harvest Food Drive on two 
separate Sundays with generous contributions of monetary  donations and 80 bags of food. We look forward to having 
a similar drive for the Christmas season. 
 Prior to Christmas our team is requesting assistance in supervising a Salvation Army Kettle, a task many 
members of the congregation have enjoyed in previous years. Collecting batteries for Snowsuits for Kids and 
eyeglasses for Third World countries are ongoing projects. Starting in late November there will be a Tree of Warmth 
available in the Narthex for donations of purchased or handmade items of warmth. These will be distributed to 
predetermined areas of need. 
  Our support for Dawn House Women's Centre is a renewed challenge as it begins this next chapter in a new 
facility. This home will be a permanent residence for 9 residents and a transitional home for 7 others. These women 
were previously living in a shelter, on the street or, in some circumstances in which left them homeless. 
Prayer for Homeless People 
“Hear our prayer today for all women and men, boys and girls who are homeless this day. For those sleeping under 
bridges, on park benches, in doorways or bus stations. For those who can only find shelter for the night but must 
wander in the daytime.............. 
Excerpt by permission of the author, Carol Penner, University Professor, Waterloo, Ontario 

For more information or to register, 

please contact The Seniors Centre: 

56 Francis Street Kingston  

ph:613.548.7810 

info@seniorskingston.ca 

https://seniorskingston.ca/   

Unit 2 Stocking Project! –Take one of the labelled “Santa Sacks” available from Nov. 26 on, and fill it with age/

gender appropriate goodies.  Check inside each for a list of suggestions.  Many of the sacks are for 

youth in our community, who are have been identified as needing a bit of help, especially at this time of 

the year.  Be sure to include gifts of warmth, snack foods and personal hygiene products and maybe a 

gift card for a treat!  Use your imagination. Check in with our own ERMUC youth for suggestions!   

Sacks are due back Sunday, Dec. 10.  

Please speak to Patti Speck, patti.speck@gmail.com or Kathy Rogers krogers1963@cogeco.ca or any Unit 2 member 

if you cannot meet the deadline, or find yourself unable to complete the task of filling the sack.  We are committed 

to filling each one handed out within this time frame.  Thanks for feeling the ERMUC Christmas Spirit! 

mailto:info@seniorskingston.ca
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      WEST KINGSTON REFUGEE PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 
 
There are 3 families which have been supported since the 
establishment of the partnership: 
 The Al-Salkhadi family, who arrived May 2016, are now 
independent  of WKRP.  Oussama and Nawar are managing the 
transition with confidence. They appreciated all the encouragement 
and financial  help given to them. Oussama has part-time 
employment and continues to improve his language skills. He is also 
taking driving lessons. Aya is in 

Junior Kindergarten, while Ritaj is at Daycare when Nawar attends English classes. 
Remas, the youngest daughter, celebrated her first birthday in September with 
many friends. 
 Kingston Writer's Refugee Committee report that the Saeed family is 
adjusting progressively to their Canadian environment. Rufaida is working part-
time in a real estate office and taking an online course to enable her to register as 
a translator.  
 Jamal has signed his first Canadian book publishing contract as co-author 
with well-known Canadian writer Sharon McKay. Their two boys are excelling in 
High school. Ghamr is in Grade 12 and hopes to enroll at Queen's. As well as his 
involvement in school activities, the younger boy Taim, works part-time at 
McDonald’s. The parents have spoken at several group events and have been 
commended for their presentation. 
 The Al-Sahou family is expected to arrive November 30 at Kingston Airport.  
Preparations to welcome them are gaining momentum. An apartment has been  
rented with possession December 1- a key component to establishing themselves  
here. There are three children in the family, a son, six years old and two daughters,  
one aged 4 and the other, an 18 month old baby. 
We wish them well in their travels and a smooth transition to their new life in Canada. 
 
Thank you to everyone for their support. 
Margaret Baker. 

The Al-Sahou Family 

Celebrating Tanya Bax 

Did you know that Tanya has now been at ERMUC for five years? 

During this time, she has seen a lot of changes including three 

office spaces and a new position title from Administrative 

Secretary to Office Administrator. This new title reflects the 

increased duties and responsibilities she has 

acquired during this time. She is indeed a valued 

employee who provides service in a way that often 

goes well beyond what is expected of her. 

 We are going to celebrate this milestone with a cake during coffee hour on 

Sunday, January 14th. Please plan on joining us so you can let Tanya know how 

much she is appreciated.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our aim is to get Edith Rankin Memorial members, and 

facility users, above a failing grade for re-cycling.  Watch for 

the new  re-cycling signs!!  Use the green bins (outside the 

kitchen doors) to the fullest.  Think twice before throwing 

ANYTHING in the nearest  garbage pail.   

It’s up to      YOU! 

 

The “Respect for Creation Team” 

RE-THINK! 
Spring Garage Sale  

(date to be determined-watch-for more details!)  
 

Please save your GENTLY-USED garage sale 
items. Pickup will be available.  Help before 
and during the sale will be needed as well. 
All proceeds will go to the kitchen 
renovation fund. No cribs, mattresses, or 
baby car seats.  
Please contact Tom Kerr: 613 634 1990  
or e-mail trahm@sympatico.ca 

EXCITING  NEWS!!! 
Support Edith Rankin Memorial financially without it costing a 
cent!  Buy a gift card for its face value and our church receives 
a percentage of its price! There are over 220 retailers from which 
to choose. Buy for yourself or give away. What a wonderful habit 
if we decide to purchase gift cards on a regular basis, perhaps for  
gas or groceries. They are so convenient!  

                                                           Pay by cheque, debit or cash.  
 

Pick up an order form at the church or print it from this site.  
http://static.fundscrip.com/msm/POF_ON_EN.pdf  

 

 

Find monthly promotions here.  
https://www.fundscrip.com/news/fundscrip-november-december-2017-promotions 

churchoffice@ermuc.ca         613-389-2530           www.ermuc.ca                     Edith Rankin Church @EdithRankinMUC    

tel:(613)%20634-1990
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https://www.fundscrip.com/news/fundscrip-november-december-2017-promotions


Follow us on Facebook  
Edith Rankin Church  

www.facebook.com/EdithRankinChurch/ 

If you choose to “Like” us, you will receive notices 
when changes are made to our Facebook page. 
You’ll see notices of upcoming events with links to 
our webpage and you’ll see pictures of events too. 
If there is an event which should be noted on either 
our webpage or Facebook page, please help out 
our webmaster and send it to: 
webmaster@ermuc.ca  

Your webmaster and Facebook hosts.  
Tanya Bax & Paul Van Nest  

IMAGINE IF  YOU  

COULD  GIVE  SOMEONE  

THE GIFT OF  LIFE  FOR 

CHRISTMAS!  

What could be more wonderful than that?  

Every minute of every day, someone in Canada needs blood. It may be a 
cancer or heart patient, an accident victim or a premature baby. Perhaps it 
will be a member of YOUR family or a friend. 

Edith Rankin Memorial is in a Partnership with Canadian 

Blood Services.  

People who can, MUST donate blood! 
New donors are needed in large numbers to keep up with the supply and 
demand. 
PLEASE consider joining our team - number EDIT009590 
Phone 1-888-236-6283 to book an appointment. OR just walk in to 850 

Gardiners Road. Questions? Sharon, team co-ordinator  613 544 6802  

 

Edith Rankin Memorial United Church 
4080 Bath Road, Kingston, ON   K7M 4Y7 

Telephone 613-389-2530    e-mail: churchoffice@ermuc.ca  

The Anchor - Email: anchor@ermuc.ca    

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Sunday Service 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Ministers:      

The Rev. Dr. Wayne Soble    613-634-0479        rev.soble@ermuc.ca                               

The Rev. Dr. Jean Stairs         613-634-0479       rev.stairs@ermuc.ca 

Congregational Designated  Minister of Pastoral Care: 

Donna Bell      donna@ermuc.ca   

Ministers in Voluntary Association: 

The Rev. Dr. Neil Elford          613-766-9386    neil.elford07@gmail.com 

The Rev. Earl  Taft                   613-634-6506 barbnearl@cogeco.ca  

The Rev. George Lavery         613-547-6335 glavery@kingston.net 

Music Director: 

Laurence Rowbotham            613-352-3418    music@ermuc.ca 

Kids Alive Coordinator: 

Ruth Judd             613-634-6552  sundayschool@ermuc.ca     

Church Office Administrator:  

Tanya Bax                613-389-2530      churchoffice@ermuc.ca 

Custodian:   

Barry  Van Hooser            613-389-2530 

Check out our updated website   

www.ermuc.ca 

Listen to recent services 

Watch for event updates  

Did you See It? 
We now have two Kingston Transit Bus stops  in front of ERMUC. The # 10  Transit Route will 

stop going both ways. While at this point it is a basic stop, MTO and Kingston Transit plan to 

upgrade both stops in the near future, making them fully accessible stops with bus shelters. 

The Media Team is very excited to tell 
you that we have completed Phase 1 
of our 3 phase upgrade project. Phase 
1 is a new digital audio system 
purchased and installed by Sound 
Works. This will now bring better 
quality sound and recordings, and 
simplify operations.  

Watch for details on the next phase 
which will be the installation of a new 
digital projector, a larger screen and 
choir monitor. We will be looking for 
your help in improving our ministry of 
Media! 

The Media Team 
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