
 

Genesis 21.1-3, 8-21 

21The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. 2Sarah 

conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. 
3Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 8The child grew, and was weaned; 

and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.  
9But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her 

son Isaac. 10So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this 

slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” 11The matter was very distressing to 

Abraham on account of his son. 12But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the 

boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is 

through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. 13As for the son of the slave woman, I will make 

a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.”  
14So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, 

putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered 

about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 15When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child 

under one of the bushes. 16Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the 

distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat 

opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel 

of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; 

for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with 

your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” 19Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of 

water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. 20God was with the boy, 

and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. 21He lived in the 

wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.  
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 “We seek to be a welcoming community, anchored in God’s love,  

challenged to sail on the winds of the Spirit,  
sharing the Good News of Christ with each other and the world.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Bulletin  

June 25, 2017 – 3rd Sunday of Pentecost 
Honoring First Nations 

Recognizing Canada’s 150 Years 
 

 

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is the 
traditional territory of the  

Anishinaabeg and Haudenosaunee Peoples. 

mailto:churchoffice@ermuc.ca


Edith Rankin Memorial United Church 

June 25, 2017 – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Honoring First Nations – Recognizing Canada’s 150 Years 
 

*Please stand as you are able   VU = Voices United (the red hymnbook)   

MV = More Voices (spiral bound hymnal) 

Gathering…. 

  Life and Work of the Congregation (9:55 a.m.) 

  Lighting of the Worship Candle 

  Ministry of Music “AIM Honour Song” (American Indian Movement)     Opinicon Lake Singers 

*Processional Hymn  “Praise with joy the world’s Creator” (VU # 312) 

  The Peace 

      Leader:  The peace of Christ be with all of you. 

      Response:  And also with you. 

  Call to Worship 

  Smudge Ceremony                                                     Paul Carl 

  Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory 

  Aboriginal Prayer of Gratitude (“All our Relations”)  

  Words of Assurance 

  Sung Response “We are one” (VU #402 vs. 1) 

  

Listening….  

  Recognition of Candidacy 

  Scripture Reading  Genesis 21.1-3, 8-21                                Lorna Thorne  

  Prayer for Illumination  

  Sermon  “Oh, Oh, Canada!”                   

  

Responding…. 

  Drum Beat Meditation                Opinicon Lake Singers  

  Gathering of our Offering 

  Ministry of Music  “Amazing Grace”                 Opinicon Lake Singers  

*Presentation of our Offering  “Grant us God the grace” (VU #540)  

 Grant us God the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free, 

 that ourselves and all our living we may offer faithfully. 

  Prayers of the People                                  Paul Carl  

      

Going.... 

*Hymn    “To us all, to every nation” (VU # 694)  

*Commission and Benediction 

  Our National Anthem  “O Canada” (VU # 524) 

  Postlude   “Travelling Song”              Opinicon Lake Singers 

 

 

 
Prayer to the Great Spirit 

 

We stand in this Sacred Circle, Great Spirit, with Mother Earth beneath our feet and Father Sky 

above. 

We are grounded in your presence, united as brother and sister in this place. 

This is sacred time- a time for us to offer thanksgiving and praise for your unconditional love for 

us all. 

Hear us, Great Spirit, hear us! 

We have been on a journey toward justice, toward healing, wholeness, and reconciliation. 

It has been slow and difficult journey. 

There has been resistance-the desire to keep things as they are. 

But your mighty voice has thundered throughout the universe, ever calling us toward your vision 

of peaceful relations with all people to whom you have given breath of life-our brothers and 

sisters of many nations. 

Grant us, Creator: 

The wisdom, strength, patience, and courage  

to stay on this path, the Red Path. 

May our eyes be made clear that we may see where we must enter now. 

May our ears hear clearly that we may discern the true voice among us. 

May our voices continue to be heard in our desire for change. 

May our feet stay steady as we take the next step. 

May our hearts be open to all who cross our path. 

And may our spirits continue to embrace the flame 

that keeps your vision before us. 

Hear us, Great Spirit, hear us. 

 
-Frances Patterson    (Mandate, May 2005, p25.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the Opinicon Lake Singers for their Ministry of Music today. 

 
 

   

 


