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We did it! Now, let’s celebrate it!  
There are many plans afloat to discover and enjoy our 

renewed facility. Mark your calendars and stay tuned. 

Occupancy from the city was achieved on Friday, 

August 5th, and after 8 months, our new addition and 

renovation is complete and ready for your enjoyment 

and use.  The covered entrance is complete, the parking lot is paved, the trees and plants have been planted, and 

the new sod is being watered.   Our contractor, Cupido Construction, has worked hard for the last several weeks to 

ensure we were complete just in time for two weddings on the weekend of August 6th.  Over the next couple of 

weeks some work remains on a few small deficiencies, along with final testing on the elevator by TSSA. However, 

do come out and browse and admire the new and improved Edith Rankin Memorial United Church.    

            Paul Ireland Project Manager, ERMUC 
 

Appreciation dinner for contractors and subcontractors. (Sorry, folks, it’s for project workers only.)  

Photos taken by Craig Pettis  



Wayne’s World  

Wow! 
“Wow!” seems like an odd caption for this summer’s op ed piece from 
this corner of the vineyard, but the only other word I can think of that 
expresses my sense of anticipation heading into a new season of 
worship and witness is “Hallelujah!” Our “new and improved” facility 
is finally ready for the welcoming and vital ministries for which it has 
been designed. Marvellously attractive, completely accessible, warmly 
inviting, roomy, multi-purposeful, the results are clearly worth the 
wait. I’m not surprised that the most frequent comments I’m hearing 
from both ERMUC folks and the wider community are things like: 
“Terrific!” “What a contribution to the city!” “This will make such a difference to the church’s ministry!” 
“Ah, now I get it!” Is it perfect? No. Will there be a few wrinkles and rumbles ahead as we experiment with 
what goes where and who does what? Probably. Will we still need to make those extra efforts to pay for it 
all? Definitely.  But the “Wow factor” plus the tremendous opportunities for new and revitalized 
congregational and outreach ministries make it all immensely worthwhile. Our future is counting on it.  
 

So note the events celebrating our renewed facility as well as advance notice of some upcoming 
programmes and activities. If ever there was a year to renew your own “participation” in the life and work 
of Edith Rankin Memorial United Church, this is it! Or, to put it another way, may the coming months make 
this a “Wow!” kind of year for all of us! As we like to say in churches that are alive and well in Christ: 
“Hallelujah!” wws 

Open House 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Come and really check out our new digs! 

  
Congregational breakfast (8 a.m.)  

Ribbon cutting (9:30 a.m.).  
Celebration service (10 a.m.) 

 

Special guests from the 
wider church and 

community will be with us. 
Service of Dedication at 10 a.m. 

Guest preacher: The Rev. Rob Dalgleish  
Executive Director EDGE, United Church of Canada 

“Celebration Cake” to be served! 

Enjoy our Monthly Fellowship Breakfasts! 
Didn’t your mother ever tell you that breakfast is the most important meal of the day? That holds doubly true for the terrific line-
up of Fellowship Breakfasts that meet on the fourth Sunday morning of every month. Enjoy a great breakfast starting at 8:00 a.m. 
followed by a guest speaker sharing something important about the connections between faith and life. It only costs $3 a person 
to defray expenses (BTW, kids under 12 eat free!) and we wrap up by 9:20 or so to give plenty of time to prepare for worship. A 
great schedule is planned for the Fall: 

Sunday, September 25  
Mayor Bryan Paterson will join us to help kick off our ribbon cutting ceremony. The Catering Team is preparing 
breakfast for the entire congregation this day. After breakfast we will gather under the new portico where we will be 
joined by many special guests for the official ribbon cutting ceremony at 9:30 p.m. followed by a service of celebration 
at 10. Rumour has it that Edith herself might make an appearance in worship! This is a “must event” for everyone! 
Sunday, October 23  
The Rev. Beverly Kean-Newnook, padre and lead chaplain at CFB Kingston, will be our guest. Topic: “Keeping the Faith 
in the Military”. 
Sunday, November 27  
Our own remarkable teenager, Naomi Gazendam, will share a few of her experiences in youth leadership including 
her summer’s experience in Costa Rica. 



Geez, it’s hot in here!   
 

I’ve been saying that every 

day of our August youth 

leadership training week 

and our children’s summer 

program week, both of 

which are held in the 

Lower Hall. The view of the 

bay always makes me say 

“Wow, God!” yet the sun 

surely heats up the 

environment and more so this summer than ever before.  

Every now and then I pop up to the new addition and 

narthex just for a minute or two to breathe in some 

conditioned cooler air and to refresh my wilted body.  It’s 

so good to experience that welcoming environment 

which reminds me of just how good it’s going to be to do 

ministry in our fabulous facility.  

I’m eager to get going this September.  That’s not always 

the case when returning to work after summer holiday.  

But this year, there is so much to look forward to.  And, 

I’m talking about more than the new bricks and mortar.  

I’m talking about the ways our ministries will express our 

vitality and be a marvelous witness to our west-end.   
 

For one thing, I’m excited by Paula Laughlin’s excitement. 

She’s been our Nursery Coordinator for a few years now 

but, my oh my, she’s keen to be in the new nursery on 

the main floor and to implement a brand new curriculum 

for toddlers.  “Frolic in the Faith” (those first steps toward 

faith) is a great hot-off-the-press curriculum to introduce 

our little ones early to the love and constancy of God. 

And parents will appreciate the e-newsletters that 

accompany the curriculum and invite your participation in 

your child’s faith formation.  

 For another thing, it’s wonderful to experience some 

committed young adults and more seasoned adults 

collaborating together to assemble our fall learning 

rotation for Kids Alive! Some new teachers and some 

returning teachers are combining their best efforts to 

strengthen learning opportunities that shape Christian 

values, attitudes and actions for a life-time!   School PA 

Days spent at ERMUC and  Friday night “TGIF” gatherings 

(Thank God It’s Family Nite!) are marvelous ways to 

deepen your child’s/children’s relationship with God and 

their experiences of sacredness.  

I suspect that children and youth will always be a primary 

focus when it comes to ERMUC’s bold and courageous 

ministries.  Yet (and dare I say) “at the other end” of the 

spectrum are seniors and retirees who need to become 

ERMUC’s other primary focus for ministry, both internally 

and within our west-end.  Seniors are our city’s largest 

growing demographic and so ERMUC’s Council-approved 

commitment to Seniors Wellness will expand this fall with 

a new program called “Just For… Fun, Food, Body and 

Soul” as well as offering a sequel (Part 2) to our first 

forum held last spring on Physician Assisted Death.  These 

learning and fellowship opportunities will combine with 

continuing programs such as Wellness Walking (resuming 

later on in the fall when the weather reminds us it’s not 

always this hot!), Decisive Issues, ERMUC’s Book Club, 

Fellowship Breakfasts and more!  You can read more 

about all of these fall opportunities elsewhere in the 

Anchor.  

Did I mention how hot it is?  Politics south of the border 

are heating up.  The Blue Jays bats are hot.  The Rio 2016 

Olympic Games were steamy.  Our newly arrived Syrian 

Refugee family now understands how hot it can get in 

Canada’s summertime.  The heat of raging wildfires and 

the temperature of a dry and cracking earth  makes 

global warming seem more real to us and compel us to 

live out that phrase in our United Church Creed about  

having respect for creation.  
   

But, here’s another way to think about heat. Wayne and I 

continue our love affair with ERMUC and feel the heat of 

its passion for the gospel pulling all of us forward to a 

promising and dynamic future.  We hope you, too, feel 

the heat.                                                                      Jean 

INTERESTED IN TRAVELLING TO EL SALVADOR WITH JEAN?  
Jean is interested to hear from any high school youth or adult who is keen to explore the context of our twinned congregation in 
the capital, San Salvador.  They would like to welcome a group from their twin -  ERMUC! The trip probably will be scheduled 
sometime between late March and early April (7-8 days).   Accommodation is anticipated to  be a hotel.  Approximate cost per 
person:  $1800. Please send expressions of interest to Jean  at rev.stairs@ermuc.ca  

mailto:rev.stairs@ermuc.ca


START-UP SUNDAY!   
Sunday, September 11th 

Be sure to check out our new digs and plan to 
invite neighbours and friends to experience our 
hospitality and renovated environment.  New 
nursery facility on the main floor!    
9:30 – 9:50 am   Nursery, Kids Alive and Youth 
Registration.  Pre-worship lakeside chalk 
drawing on the sidewalk! 
10:00 am Worship with special prayer for the 
new school year 
11:00 am BBQ and Picnic Activities for all ages  
======================================= 

Kids Alive:  Fall Rotation 

Theme:  "Disciples" 

TGIF 
(Thank God, It’s Family Nite!) 

Friday, October 14 
5:00 – 7:00 pm          

 

For families of all types.   
Crafts, singing and story-time circle,  

simple child-friendly meal. 

TGIF Theme 

"The Bee Attitudes/Beatitudes (Matt 5:3-10)"  
Hold all TGIF dates 

Oct. 14, Nov. 18, Jan. 13, Feb. 24, Mar. 24, Apr. 28.  

RSVP by noon on Thurs prior to church office 

FALL YOUTH EVENT 
Sunday, October 16, 2:00-5:00 pm    

A gathering of youth ages 12-18 from Four 
Winds Presbytery at  

Riverside United Church, Yarker.   
Arts/Games and Yummy  

(I repeat… “YUMMY!”) snacks provided.  
 Jean will accompany any interested  

ERMUC youth!   

PA DAYS  
October 28 and February 3    

PA DAYS AT ERMUC!  
Mark these opportunities for your kids  

JK to Gr 7 on your calendar!   

Annual Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 2, 2016 
God loves critters! And not just the likes of us. God 
likes the ones with fur and feathers and other 
assorted coverings, too. St. Francis of Assisi, whose 
saint’s day is October 4, used to preach to them 
because, he figured, they may have been better 
listeners than some of the people he knew! It’s been a long-standing Christian tradition to “bless the animals” at 
a special service on or about Francis of Assisi Day. So, on Sunday, October 2 at 4:00 p.m., ERMUC folks, their 
families and friends and any of our neighbours, are invited to bring their furry or feathered friends to our 
waterfront garden for our brief annual service of “blessing the animals” for the joy, comfort, protection and 
labour they offer us. All creatures large and small are welcome – dogs cats, birds, bunnies, fish, ferrets, gerbils, 
lizards, pigs, horses, giraffes (hey, you never know!), etc. The only conditions are that your pet be leashed or 
caged and that you come prepared to “stoop and scoop” if the joy of the Lord overcomes them!   



FOR RETIREES AND SENIORS  
JUST FOR…FUN, FOOD, BODY AND SOUL  (**NEW) 

A new ERMUC program in partnership with Seniors Association Kingston.  Enjoy weekly 
themed activities in ERMUC’s new “Activity Room (Lower Level).  A social atmosphere and 
an interactive learning environment. Create a new craft, make preserves or appetizers for 
company, learn about naturopathy and guided meditation techniques, explore ancient 
mystics. Every week is a new adventure. Bring a bagged lunch.   Various instructors. 
Wednesdays, 12 noon to 2:00 pm 
Session 1(A): September 21 to October 12;  Session 1(B): October 19 to Nov 9;  Session 2: November 16 to December 7 

 $20/session or enjoy all 3 sessions at a special combo price of $50/person! 
Register through ERMUC Church Office.   

Physician Assisted Death Part 2  

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12  
What’s been happening and what are we thinking 
since legislation was tabled and passed by 
parliament?  Guest Presenters:  Sophie Kiwala 
(MPP, Kingston and the Islands), Rev. Dr. Neil 
Elford (Providence Care, Kingston) and a surprise 
guest TBA.    
5:30 – 6:30 pm Pot-luck supper (Lower Hall),  
6:45 – 8:30 pm Panel Presentation in Sanctuary 

  6th Annual  
ERMUC Fish Fry   
Mark your calendars for  

Friday, October 21st from 5-7PM.  
Tickets will go on sale Oct 2nd.  

For more information please contact            

Brenda Moyer, 613-634-0975 or 
ermfishfry@cogeco.ca  

 
 
 
 

ERMUC Bridge Group  
Will resume on Monday, September 12th at 1:15 PM. 

For more information, please contact  
Brenda Moyer at 613- 634-0975 

or  jbmoyer71@gmail.com.  
New players are always welcome! 

Decisive Issues  
Begins its fall sessions on Monday , September 19  
at 10:00 a.m. and every other Monday from then on . 
We will continue our discussion of Harvey Cox's book  
' The Future of Faith ' 
I have a synopsis of chapter 13 that will help you connect 
with the discussion . 
 We welcome your participation.  
As time goes on we will select a new book to continue our 
discussions into 2017.                                            Barb Taft 

From award-winning, New York Times bestselling 

author and neuroscientist Lisa Genova comes a 

novel that does for Huntington’s disease what her 

debut novel ‘Still Alice’ did for Alzheimer’s.  

Bring a brown-bag lunch and join Beverly Gellatly 

to discuss ‘Inside the O’Briens’ on Sunday, October 

23, 2016 following fellowship.   



 

Thank you – Beth!  Join us for cake on September 18th during Fellowship Hour  

Over the past four years ERMUC has been exceptionally fortunate to have Beth Elford as our 

Congregational Designated Lay Minister of Pastoral Care. Everyone who has had contact with 

Beth will agree that as a congregation we could not have asked to find anyone with more passion 

and dedication for this role and we truly thank her for the care she has provided. 

It is with careful thought and deliberation that Beth has decided to step down from this position 

and apply her many skills and passions, to a new direction in ministry and to make use of the 

scholarship awarded to her from Queen’s School of Religion. While we will be very sad to see 

Beth leave this role, we wish her all the best in her new ventures. Luckily for ERMUC, both Beth and Neil are not going 

anywhere, and we will continue to be blessed by their presence as members of our congregation.   

While a search committee will start looking for a replacement for Beth, Wayne and Jean will continue to do Pastoral Care 

as part of their ministry at ERMUC.  They will also be creating a Pastoral Care Team of volunteers. If this area of ministry is 

something you would like to get involved with, please contact Wayne.  

CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATIONS ARE FINISHED! 

WELCOME BACK .........WE MISSED YOU IN MANY WAYS! 

Construction and renovations, and now the hot summer have presented many of us with very real challenges in 

maintaining normal attendance. 

These attendance challenges have had a direct effect on the Operational finances, especially for those choosing to provide 

their offerings in person. Members on PAR, were not affected by these attendance challenges. Unanticipated additional 

operating expenses, for example, an electric bill of $14,000 due to the electric baseboards in the lower level providing 

extra heat due to the absence of heat in the upper level, despite  the thermostats being set on low, have added to our 

challenges. Even after the contractor shared 50% of the bill for their hydro use, the Operational finances were facing a 

surprise $7,000 expense. Based on these unanticipated expenses and attendance challenges, the Operational bank 

account has had to make significant use of the Scotia Line of Credit. As a result, Administration, Stewardship and 

Resources (ASR) Committee prayerfully request that, if construction and summer heat have prevented your regular 

attendance and reduced your offerings, please consider making up these missed offerings as soon as possible. This extra 

effort will greatly assist ASR and the congregation in achieving the 2016 Financial Plan, plus address the unanticipated 

extra expenses, thereby reducing the use of the Line of Credit. Your continuing financial support of ERMUC work and 

missions is greatly appreciated.  The Peace of Christ be with you and your family. ...........ASR  

Keep us Up to Date 

To help you and yours remember to keep everyone at ERMUC up to date and informed, 

M&P has created a fridge magnet for you to take home and place in a prominent place.  

Please feel free to take a second one to give to another family member, to help remind 

them as well. The staff and your extended family at ERMUC want to reach out to provide 

support and care but we can’t do this if we don’t know there is a need.  

To cover the cost of this initiative and to enable us to sponsor future projects we ask you 

to consider making a small donation (e.g. $10.00) to the general operating fund. If you 

wish to receive a tax receipt please make sure you give us your name. Thank you.  

These magnets will be available for you to pick up before the church service and during coffee hour during the month 

of September.  



Edith Rankin Church  
www.facebook.com/EdithRankinChurch/ 

If you choose to “Like” us, you will receive notices 
when changes are made to our Facebook page. You’ll 
see notices of upcoming events with links to our 
webpage and you’ll see pictures of events too. If there 
is an event which should be noted on either our 
webpage or Facebook page, please help out our 
webmaster and send it to: webmaster@ermuc.ca  

Your webmaster and reluctant Facebook host.  

 Paul Van Nest 

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO 
GIVE SOMEONE LIFE! 

 
What could be more important than that? 

Join ERMUC’s Partners for Life Canadian Blood Services team. 
Phone 1-888-236-6283 to book an appointment.  

 OR just walk in to 850 Gardiners Road 
east side, south of entrance to CAT Centre. 

Use our team number EDIT009590 
NEW RULES!!! No upper-age limit! No physician’s assessment 

required! 
 Questions?  Call Sharon Van Nest  613-544- 6802  

 

Edith Rankin Memorial United Church 
4080 Bath Road, Kingston, ON   K7M 4Y7 

Telephone 613-389-2530    e-mail: churchoffice@ermuc.ca  

The Anchor - Email: anchor@ermuc.ca    

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 9 am to 1 pm 

Sunday Service 
10 am to 11 am 

Ministers:      

The Rev. Dr. Wayne Soble    613-634-0479        rev.soble@ermuc.ca                               

The Rev. Dr. Jean Stairs         613-634-0479       rev.stairs@ermuc.ca 

Ministers in Voluntary Association: 

The Rev. Dr. Neil Elford          613-766-9386    neil.elford07@gmail.com 

The Rev. Earl  Taft                   613-634-6506 barbnearl@cogeco.ca  

The Rev. George Lavery         613-547-6335 glavery@kingston.net 

Music Director: 

Laurence Rowbotham            613-352-3418    music@ermuc.ca 

Kids Alive Coordinator : 

Vacant                 sundayschool@ermuc.ca    

Inquires can be directed to Rev. Jean Stairs  

Church Administrative Secretary:  

Tanya Bax                613-389-2530      churchoffice@ermuc.ca 

Custodian:   

Barry Van Hooser             613-389-2530 

Check out our updated website   

www.ermuc.ca 

Listen to recent services,  
Watch for event updates  

WANTED 
Faith in Action Teams 

Many new shrubs will be planted along the west bank of 
the new church addition as well as a couple of small 
plantings in front of the car drop-off turnaround. We need 
a faith-in-action team or an individual, accountable to The 
Property Committee, to care for the shrubs and plantings 
(especially watering, weeding, and some minor pruning for 
the first two years after initial planting! 
 

A  mentor/coordinator of the Gardening Faith-In-Action 
Team... a volunteer replacement is needed! This group is 
also accountable to The Property Committee. 

A Meal a Month  
Frozen entrees to go. Well priced, healthy pre-cooked meals 

to heat and serve. 

Shepherd's Pie, Spaghetti and meatballs, Cabbage roll 

Casserole, Chili just to name  a few. 

Proceeds from these meals to go towards the replacement 

of the chairs in the Lower hall.  

Please come and join this new adventure.  

Watch ‘TIDINGS’ for dates and times. 

Contact person. Jan Rubino 613-389-4243  

Put Your Advertisement Here! 

Email anchor@ermuc.ca for more information 

on how to place an ad in the Anchor.  
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