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Making a List and Checking it Twice 

 

So what’s on your Christmas list? When I was a kid, I actually think that the most exciting day of the year may have 

been, not Christmas Day itself, but the day the Sears Wish Book arrived and the Soble kids could fill their wish list 

with their wildest dreams. Fantasies once indulged, however, reality inevitably set in and meant that my final list never 

varied much from year to year. Without fail there was my request for a Roy Rogers cap pistol set. Two guns, mind 

you, not one. For some reason, the set I received the previous year rarely survived past Easter. Oh, yes, I almost 

always hoped against hope that my uncle who tended to indulge himself as much as me each Yule would expand my 

Meccano set (that was sorta like Lego back in the day for you young’uns) with some engineering wonder that we 

could both play with. I don’t ever recall asking for pyjamas or flannel shirts a size too small or wool socks, but thanks 

to grandparents, they always appeared. Of course Christmas Day was a close second in the 

awesome department and, even if the gifts that took our breath resembled those of Christmases 

past and didn’t always fit, they were deliciously received and treasured. Making a list and 

checking it twice was a vital part of our Yuletide ritual, but, in the end, it really was the thought 

that counted. 
 

Once we become adult and put away childish things (note: “childish” not “childlike” – part of 

us should never grow up!) we still make those lists.  I suppose it makes the shopping easier, but 

finding a gift that’s not on the list can make for a delightful surprise. Better still is when our list 

includes such things as “peace on earth, goodwill toward all” and other priceless treasures we 

don’t simply “get” but discover we can “give” one word at a time, one gesture at a time, one act 

of generosity at a time, one expression of compassion at a time. 
 

Hmmm. I just realized something. If I take my cue for making lists from the Ultimate Gift 

tucked away behind a stable door, the list of what I want to get and the list of what I hope to 

give start to look amazingly alike! And there’s not a flannel shirt a size too small on either one! 

 

wws 

O, Come Let Us Adore Him 
 
Sunday, November 29/15 (Advent 1) 
Sermon: “Coming Attractions” 
 
Sunday, December 06/15 (Advent 2) 
Sermon: “Also in Today’s News…” 
Church Family Dinner (5:30 p.m.) and  

Sunday School Concert (6:45 p.m.) 
 
Sunday, December 13/15 (Advent 3) 
10 a.m. Service of Lessons and Carols 
4 p.m.   Service of Remembrance and Hope 
             Meditation: “Possible Impossibilities” 
 
Sunday, December 20/15 (Advent 4) 
Sermon:   “As Sure as He’s Born” 

 

 

 

Thursday, December 24/15 (Christmas Eve) 
6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve in the Neighbourhood             

  Family oriented music, lessons and drama. 
 
9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 
Sermon: “Christmas for Beginners and Those Beginning 

Again” 
Sacrament of Communion   
 
December 27/15 (Christmas 1) 
Sermon: “And Afterwards….” 
 
January 03/16 (Christmas 2  
Sermon: “A Vintage Year  



Sunny days ahead! 

Who would have imagined a spring-like first week of November?  As I write this 
article for our Advent Anchor, the “sunny days” that ushered in November seem 
to have ushered in all sorts of things:  a time change, warm air, red sunsets over 
the bay, more pollens (with apologies to allergy sufferers!), a new federal 
government with an equal-gendered cabinet and, yes, even construction fencing 
around our beloved church.    It seems that this year’s approach to the Advent 
season is very, very different. 

Or, is it? 

Yesterday, when I rushed into Metro to pick up some coffee and cream for our 
Wellness Walking Program, I did a double-take.  On the shelf next to the cream 
were cartons of Egg-Nog. Seriously?  On  Nov 4 – a full 50 days before 
Christmas?  Then, I visited a church member in a long-term care facility who 
reminded me that the Amherstview Santa Claus Parade was mere days away. 
Why am I always jarred by all-things Christmas that erupt in my brain like scrambled digital images unable to 
come into focus?   It’s a dualistic experience - caught between summer-like breezes and Santa Claus coming to 
town.     

On the one hand, we have the sunny days and the general spirit of hopefulness that have accompanied the 
ushering in of November.  On the other hand, we experience yuletide creep driven by profit margins that cause 
Christmas to crash into our lives more rapidly than necessary. 

Are we just less and less hard-wired to wait for things? An ancient Hebrew prophet once urged listeners to “wait 
for it, for it will surely come.  The vision awaits its time.”  This is similar to another saying: “Good things come to 
those who wait.”   What a spiritual invitation for us!  Wait for Advent to arrive.  No need to pre-cram November 
weeks with December seasonal sounds, tastes and experiences .  No need to be anxious about the church’s 
construction project and fretful about the impact of its completion. We’re in our pregnancy period when it’s just 
fine to imagine what will be.    

So many marvelous things will be birthed.  What will it be like for us to 
be served so much better by improved access?  What will it be like for 
us to experience a heightened west-end awareness of our church’s 
commitment to be a vital presence within the community?  What will it 
be like for us to wait for the coming of refugees, including even the 
Christ-child who was a refugee bundled up in his parents arms as they, 
too, fled from political oppression?   

There’s just nothing wrong with a little waiting.  It may try our type-A 
personalities and patience but, like that New Testament figure, Mary, 
who “pondered all things in her heart,”  it offers us the gift of time to 
prepare, make ourselves ready for change, and to rest in the assurance 
that good things lie ahead.  Why? Because God does come to dwell 
among us, breathes new winds into us, stirs up fire in our bellies and 
shines light that radiates through us and beyond us leading us toward a 
glorious, gripping and meaningful future.  Sunny days are ahead, my 
friends.   

Jean  



 

Edith Rankin Church  
www.facebook.com/EdithRankinChurch/ 

ERMUC First Update! 

Well the time has final come and we are well on our way to completing what will be a 

monumental improvement to Edith Rankin Memorial United Church.  As many of you 

can see the successful contractor Cupido Construction has set up shop and fenced off 

the construction area.  Cupido, a well-respected contractor in Kingston, has started and 

has made quick work of the demolition of Upper Clark Hall, and has begun to reinstate 

many of the new walls that will be the future offices and accessible washrooms.  Over 

the coming months, you will continue to see further work especially on the exterior of 

the church, with the excavation for the foundation and installation of the footings and 

ICF foundation walls as the new addition starts to come out of the ground.  Stay tuned 

for future updates and pictures as the project continues both inside and out. 

Paul Ireland, CET 

Project Manager, ERMUC 

https://www.facebook.com/EdithRankinChurch/


ERMUC  i   It's our snazzy new name for the Sunday School and boy does it 
fit!  Both new and returning children are full of life and keep us on our toes each and 
every Sunday!  This fall we have been learning the story of "Jesus Feeds 5,000" with a 
focus on miracles, sharing and hunger.  Hunger and poverty are a challenging subject 
for children, as thankfully, not many have had to experience it.  However, it is a real 
and growing problem in our country, our city and for children in our community.   In 
October, our Sunday School participated in a national campaign called "Chew on This!" 
where we decorated paper bags and distributed them to the congregation.  Each bag 
contained an apple, a Chew on This! magnet, and a post card expressing support for a 
national poverty plan that was sent to the Prime Minister.  The goal was to engage 
with individuals and encourage them to realize that as we go about our daily lives, 
people are suffering right in front of us. Poverty is a very real problem that is 
happening right at home, and it is in our power, even as children, to change this. 

As we move into the winter months we will be working on our annual Sunday School 
Pageant and learning about Advent and the Story of Christmas.  January 2016 brings a 
new year and a new lesson plan - one we hope will be equally as enjoyable to all! 

November 13th 

Fifteen children from ERMUC and the wider 
community, Grades Senior Kindergarten to 
Grade 7, gathered on Friday November 13th 
for Peace Quest, a PA Day event.  Children 
learned how to sign (American Sign 
Language) “peace” as a greeting to one 
another, songs about peace, the biblical 
meaning of peace (Shalom), and what they 
can do to be peace-makers. Over the course 
of the day the children moved in three small 
groups through six different learning 
stations.  Two dealt with biblical stories 
about peace, two were craft-based (making 
peace mobiles and peace doves), one was a 
baking centre where they decorated cookies 
cut in symbols of peace (doves, hearts and 
crosses), and one was learning to play a 
song about peace with chimes.  There were 
games, a scavenger hunt, a fish pond and 
nutritious snacks. A leadership team of six 
adults (plus Rev Jean!) provided children 
from ERMUC and the wider community 
with a memorable day. Special thanks to 
the team plus our behind the scenes 
helpers Lorna Thorne and Betty Jean 
Kippen.  Lorna baked 6 dozen sugar cookies 

in advance for decorating and Betty Jean prepared three balls of 
dough for the experience of rolling and cutting cookies. When 
parents arrived to pick up their children, many of them did not 
want to leave! This was a sign that new friendships were formed 
and that their experience of “church” was safe, fun and lively.  

Youth and Stone Soup Preparations 

Four ERMUC youth – 
Emma and Kaitlyn 
Weatherdon, Serina 
Sproule and Jemma 
Doorleyers - gathered 
on Saturday morning, 
Nov 14, to join 
members of the 

Mission and Outreach Committee for 2 hours 
to help prepare for Stone Soup Lunch to be 
served on Sunday, Nov 15 in support of the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank.  Youth set up the 
tables and chairs, set out placemats, napkins, 
spoons, salt and pepper shakers and decorated 
the sanctuary for Sunday’s Children and Youth 
Service.  Tim Horton’s donuts were provided 
by Rev. Jean and they quickly vanished!  

On Sunday , following worship,  the soup was 
enjoyed by all . Free 
will donations were 
collected and the 
$475 that was 
generated will be 
matched 4:1 by the 
Canadian 
government  and 
given to the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank. 
Thanks to all for this 
great outreach. 
project. 



The annual Christmas Concert will be held on Sunday, December 6, beginning with 

a scrumptious Turkey Dinner at 5:30 pm and then followed by a Carol Sing in the 

Sanctuary at 6:45 pm.  The Christmas Concert will begin at 7 pm concluding with a 

visit from a special jolly elf.  Listen for details on purchasing tickets to the family-

friendly Turkey Dinner but also know that the Concert is free and fun for all! 

TGIF 
Speaking of fun and family friendly don’t 
forget “Thank God it’s Family Night” or as 
we call it TGIF.  This Friday evening 
gathering continues in the New Year on 
January 22, February 26, April 15, and May 
13. It is open to families large and small of 
all varieties.  Come and make a craft, share 
in a multigenerational worship and then 
relax and share a kid friendly supper.   

Our winter PA Day Event is scheduled 

for Thursday, February 4, 8:30 am to 

3:30 pm.  Details on registration will be 

made available in the New Year. 

If you know of a young person who is considering Confirmation 

then you might want to draw their  

attention to our program set to begin in February.   

It will be comprised of four Saturday mornings and one weekend 

retreat at UCC Five Oaks Retreat and Learning Centre.  

Contact Jean: rev.stairs@ermuc.ca 

The winter Book Club will be reading “Being 
Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the 
End” by Atul Gawande. Gawande, a practicing 
surgeon, addresses his profession's ultimate 
limitation, arguing that quality of life is the 
desired goal for patients and families. 
Gawande offers examples of freer, more 
socially fulfilling models for assisting the 
infirm and dependent elderly, and he explores the varieties of 
hospice care to demonstrate that a person's last weeks or months 
may be rich and dignified. The Book Club will be facilitated by 
Beverly Gellatly early in the winter so get your copy of the book to 
read over the Christmas holiday and be ready for a hearty 
discussion.  Stay tuned for date and time. 

Lenten Film 

Series 

Back by popular 
demand is the Lenten 
Film Series offered on 
Wednesdays from 6:30 
to 9:00 pm in the Lower 
Hall and Kitchen.  The series is scheduled to run 
February 17, 24, March 2, 9, and 16.  More 
information to come. 

 
 

 
 

Meeting people meeting Jesus meeting us  
in the Gospel of Luke 

Leader: Dr. Soble 
Encounter #1 Wednesday, January 6/16 7 p.m. 
“Simon, Simon, a fisherman was he”” 
Luke 5.1-11 
Encounter #2 Wednesday, January 13/16 7 p.m. 
“The Company You Keep” 
Luke 7.36-50 
Encounter #3 Wednesday, January 20/16 7 p.m. 
“Double or Nothing”” 
Luke 8.40-56 
Encounter #4 Wednesday, January27/16 7 p.m. 
“Sisters” 
Luke 10.38-42l 
Encounter #5 Wednesday, February 3/16 7 p.m. 
“Out on a Limb”” 
Luke 19.1-10 
 
All sessions are in the Lower Friendship Room  
(beside the stage) 

Encounters  

With 

Jesus 

Epiphany 

Bible Study 



YOU are needed… well, 

your BLOOD is needed! 
ERM has a team for Partners for 

Life with Canadian Blood Services. With 

a congregation the size of ours, we could 

do wonders in saving lives! 

 Please help!!! 

 You can save up to 3 lives by donating 1 

hour of your precious time!   

Phone 1-888-236-6283  

to book an appointment. 

 OR just walk in to 850 Gardiners Road, 

east side, south of entrance to CAT 

Centre. Use our team 

number EDIT009590. 

Questions?  Call  

Sharon Van Nest  544 6802 

NEW RULES!!!  

Now there is no upper-age limit for 

donation, and no physician’s assessment 

required....  

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCW Unit 8 will be holding their annual 
Christmas Cookie Walk after church 
on Sunday December 6 in the Lower Hall 
during Coffee Hour.  WALK on down! 

Family Christmas Dinner 

Celebrate the season with our annual family Christmas Dinner on 

Sunday, Dec. 6 at  5:30 pm.  Enjoy a Catering Team turkey dinner 

with all the trimmings! 

Tickets $14, Children 6-12 $7,  

5 & under, FREE!   
After Dinner plan on staying for  a carol sing 

in the Sanctuary at 6:45pm followed by the 

Kid’s Alive Christmas Concert at 7 pm.  

 Join with your ERMUC Family for  

Christmas food, fellowship and fun! 

Important Message from your ASR Committee 

It is vital that the 7 month Construction & Renovation period not interrupt 
your weekly offerings. 
 

ERMUC’s Operating Account has incurred several unanticipated one-time 
significant expenditures that have driven up the deficit making regular receipt 
of your weekly envelopes especially important as we head toward the end of 
2015. 
If anything presents a challenge to your regular attendance, there are 5 
options: 
 Deliver your envelope to the Church Office 9 am to 1pm Monday to Friday; 
 Mail your offerings to the church Office at any time; 
 Drop off you envelope in the Church Office Mail box at any time;     
 Make a lump sum contribution on line at www.ermuc.ca;   
 Set up automatic Pre Authorized Payments (PAR) during this 7 month period.  
Information brochure on establishing PAR arrangements is available from the 
Church Office and information kiosk/ brochure holders in the Narthex    
ERMUC appreciates you offerings and continued financial support.  

If you have more to come on your pledge and are not doing so via PAR, have you told us your 
plan?  Contact the church office or campaign@ermuc.ca and let us know when (month and year) and the 
amount of future donations on your pledge. Thanks. 

Walking as a Witness! 

“Children of the Creator”, Cliff Standingready’s new book 
is an up-close survivor's account of the brutality of the 
residential school system, and a personal narrative on 
overcoming trauma and alcohol abuse. $25 per book.  

Please contact Paul Carl at paul.carl@cogeco.ca  

tel:1-888-236-6283
mailto:campaign@ermuc.ca
mailto:paul.carl@cogeco.ca


West Kingston Refugee Partnership  
 
West Kingston Refugee Partnership has been formed , preparing to sponsor a 
refugee family. Five United Churches in the west end of Kingston ( Cataraqui, 
Cooke's – Portsmouth, Crossroads, Edith Rankin Memorial and St. Andrew's 
by the Lake  plus interested individuals, are ready to act.  Assistance comes 
from  the Kingston Islamic Center who will help with the paperwork and  
introduce us to families originating from Syria who have connections with 
people who are already in Kingston. It was decided to go this route since a 
family or friend already in the Kingston area will be invaluable in their support 
of the family becoming acclimatized to a whole new way of living. 
 
Having reviewed the United Church of Canada's BVOR  Blended – Visa -  Office- - 
Referred) list , it is hoped that our fundraising efforts will give us opportunity to sponsor someone from this list as well since they 
have been waiting a long time to find a new home . We expect that we will need between $60,000 to $80,000 (per family). This is 
a  wonderful opportunity to share our abundance with those who, in desperate circumstances, have had to leave the place they 
called home. 
 
Once a family is selected we will be in a position to determine settlement needs, including housing, furnishings and various 
supports (possibly daycare, language classes, transportation, etc.). Fundraising will need to be put in place, but, individually, we 
must act to make this happen. 
Prayerfully, consider your part in this worthy venture. Donations 
can be given to Edith Rankin United Church (tax receipts over $20).  
Make sure they are designated : Refugee Sponsorship 
 
WKRP is chaired by the Rev. Jean Stairs and has the following 
members from Edith Rankin: Jim Crozier, Cortney and Robert 
Longfield, Kate Rowbotham, Rev. George Lavery, Nick Gazendam, 
Ellen Taylor, Barb Taft and Margaret Baker (representing ERMUC’s 
Mission and Outreach Committee).  
 

We are on our way ! 

Refugees at the crossroads. 

They walk in silence—clutching hope in their hands.  

Fear on their faces—frightened by the past, fearful of 

 the future.  
 

Will no one open doors to receive them?  

Look again and you will see familiar people…  

 mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers, 

 grandparents.  

Your dreams of safety and security are theirs  

That which is joy to every human heart is not alien  

          to theirs. 

That peace you long for is the peace they strive for.  
 

Open the doors—sponsor a refugee.  
 

Adapted from “Who Is My Neighbour?” CAFOD, London, England  



Check out our website   www.ermuc.ca 
Listen to recent services, Watch for event updates  

 

 

For those of you who have an account on Facebook, 
our church is there too. You will find us as 
edithrankinchurch.  

If you choose to “Like” us, you will receive notices 
when changes are made to our    Facebook page. 
You’ll see notices of upcoming events with links to 
our webpage and you’ll see pictures of events too. If 
there is an event which should be noted on either our 
webpage or Facebook page, please help out our 
webmaster and send it to: webmaster@ermuc.ca  

Your webmaster and reluctant Facebook host.  

 Paul Van Nest 

Em@il is a way of life for many and the church can take advantage of this, if and only if we have your current e-
mail address. Please send it to churchoffice@ermuc.ca and Tanya will enter it on our confidential database. 
Sometimes, the church or the ministers wish to send a message directly to you. Sometimes, it is a broadcast note (by 
blind copy) to the congregation, alerting to a need or an upcoming event or a newsletter. And sometimes it is an 
emergency notice of a change or cancellation of an event.  

We have only about ½ of the emails for our congregational 
households; there must be a lot more out there. 

 

Safety First!! 
Cupido Construction is here at Edith Rankin Memorial United Church and site preparation is 
underway.   
Just a few things to keep in mind: 

 The parking lot Bath Road entrance closest to the Collins Bay dock ramp is now inaccessible. 
 With the safety/security fence in place, the only building access for meetings, events and worship (after Nov. 

23) will be the exterior upstairs wooden door at the top of the ramp or the rear lower doors at the back of 
the building.   

 The lower Bath Road door will remain as an emergency fire exit out of the building. 
 During construction working hours (Mon-Fri 7a-4p), please park away from the safety fence. 
 All contact must be directed through the ERMUC Project Manager. Please speak with Tanya in the Church 

Office at 613 389 2530 or churchoffice@ermuc.ca and she will direct the request/question/concern through 
to the appropriate individual. 

No access to the construction site (blocked off parameters) is permitted at this time.   
 

In the coming weeks, we will be scheduling some "behind the scene" tours that will give you a glimpse of what's 
happening. Keep an eye out in Tidings or contact the Church Office for further information. 
During next few months, we will need to be both accommodating and flexible as we progress through the 
construction and renovation period, however, the end goal and benefits to be gained with a fully accessible church 
and new program space will be worth it. 

 

Edith Rankin Memorial United Church 
4080 Bath Road, Kingston, ON   K7M 4Y7 

Telephone 613-389-2530    e-mail: churchoffice@ermuc.ca  

The Anchor - Email: anchor@ermuc.ca    

Ministers:      

The Rev. Dr. Wayne Soble    613-634-0479        rev.soble@ermuc.ca                               

The Rev. Dr. Jean Stairs         613-634-0479         rev.stairs@ermuc.ca 

Beth Elford                               613-766-9386        beth.elford@ermuc.ca 

Ministers in Voluntary Association: 

The Rev. Dr. Neil Elford          613-766-9386    neil.elford07@gmail.com 

The Rev. Earl  Taft                   613-634-6506 barbnearl@cogeco.ca  

The Rev. George Lavery         613-547-6335 glavery@kingston.net 

Music Director: 

Laurence Rowbotham            613-352-3418    music@ermuc.ca 

Kids Alive Coordinator : 

Cindy Pettis             613-767-1169       sundayschool@ermuc.ca     

Church Administrative Secretary:  

Tanya Bax                613-389-2530      churchoffice@ermuc.ca 

Custodians:   

Barry Hoosier                613-389-2530 

mailto:webmaster@ermuc.ca
mailto:churchoffice@ermuc.ca
mailto:churchoffice@ermuc.ca

